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FEATURES 

Popular D.C. Band Says 
Farewell 

The Dismemberment Plan Hangs Up Thier 

Guitars For The Last Time 

BY PETE BROMAGHIM 

Staff Writer 
heart. 

Given the high energy of the mu-

A
, , , , , . sic, a Plan show always had the potential good local band is never c . . „ , 

° , . ,. of turning into an all-out dance party, 
easy to come by, especially c . .... , 

, , Sometimes it didn t happen; some crowds 
in the District. While the „ ^ ^ . , ' • 

„ „ , , , . • . • . • , were content to, as the band put it, Do 
DC. scene has had its periodic bright ., , ... „ „ 

. . ^ r r , the Standstill. But on most occasions, 
spots over the last few years, the lights ,. ,, . , , , „ , 
,. , - „. , . , the dive would slowly turn into a club full 
dimmed on one of Washington s own on , 
T u r-> . n ™ of dancing wallflowers who may not have 
Labor Day at the 9:30 Club. The Dis- , , J , . 

, „ , , realized they were having so much fun 
memberment Plan, simply the Plan to ... . t , .... , 
c , . . , until work the next day. When good 
fans, hung up their Taxation Without • , , . , . „ 
„ • „ , • ,, music leads to a good time, well, that s a 
Representation -tagged guitar on Mon- , • , c . ' . 
. . .  .  .  ,  g o o d  t h i n g  -  a  s i m p l e  f o r m u l a  t h a t  c r e -
day night after a triumphant ten-year run. . , , . 

° r T . ~ . . , ,„ . ated some great shows and some mcred-
Before I dust off their shelf m the ,, , , r „ , T, lbly devoted fans, 

upper echelon of rock stardom, I have to -n_ r-. t_ „ .... 
. . _. , ' The Dismemberment Plan had the 

say that the Dismemberment Plan is not , ... . , .... . 
,. „ . uncanny ability to make you feel like they 

really that dif ferent from most . . ™ , , , . , , _ . , were your band. That sounds trite; sure, 
hardworking bands out there. Consider , . . , , .. . , . , , ., , , . „ everyone has their band that no one has 
a quick-abndged history for you library , , c . . , . J J J ever heard of, or that one time when Jor-
typeS' dan or Joey 

The band was looking 

releasing ^couple The Dismemberment Plan had right at you 

albums on tiny the uncanny abili ty to make 
D C. label DeSoto you feel like they were your Go Girl ." But 
Records. Finding * tv, rv 
limited success in band. That sounds trite; sure, me uismem-umirea success in .... berment Plan 
the region, in large everyone has their band that achieved 
part from extensive ^ heard of Or something 
touring, they begin •" different thev 
referring to them- that one time when Jordan or were genu-
selves in the third jQey wag l00king right at you inely fan-
person (The Dis- J 6 s J 

T, 
memberment Plan is during "Please Don 7 Go Gir l." ^ | f ™ 
Terr ified), albeit But the Dismemberment Plan was because 

Sudden"''nextTig- achieved something different: ^^werê av-

thing" buzz brings they were genuinely fan- Sr̂ ndTng 
a brush with ma- fr iendly. kind of guys" 
jor-label glory ' or the fact that 
when Interscope they hung ou{ 

offers them a deal, only to drop the Plan after shQws fQ ^ tQ any oW friends or 

in a merger fallout. The band humbly new converts m attendance. whatever it 
returns to DeSoto, recording 1999 s Enter- wa«. unlike otherbands> they actually ap. 
gency & I on Interscope's dime, a landmark peared approachable and interested in tbe 

album that receives widespread acclaim opmlons of tbdr listeners 

d u r i n g  
"Please Don't 

from even the Lester Bangs-types of the Consider the band's website, which 
music industry. They unsuspectingly land nQt Qnly access tQ their catalog> 

a slot opening for Pearl Jam in Europe, ^ downloadable MP3s of eacb song-s 

then follow up Emergency & I wi th 2001 s mdlvlduaI parts as wdl) followed by some 

Change, another yearly top-ten list darling. words Qf encouragement for tech-sawy 
Despite critical praise and an ever-grow- fans tQ try tbdr band at remixing tbeir 

ing fan base, the band non-chalantly de- fayorite songs Tbe pian.s soon.to.be.re-
cides to pursue other interests, while leased fmal offering is a compilation of 

ffontman Travis Morrison hatches a solo the fepst of tbese remixes> appropriately 
project. I know what you're thinking- titJed Thg People>s His[ory of [he Dismem. 
this is the basic storyline of almost every berment Plan 
episode of Behind the Music. jn perbaps tbe most unique example 

Bands have to know that they're of fen interaction> at one fateful show 
often a bit of a cliche, but most don t seem iy[orrison yras discussing a lyric in the 
to understand that their music usually is perennial fan.favori te "The Ice of Bos-
as well. The Dismemberment Plan s ton" with the audience, reaching the con-
songs, on the other hand, while undent- cbjsjon tbat> bke the song's mention of 
ably poppy, were anything but ordinary. Qiadys Knight, he too would like to per-
Dodging those annoying genre labels (es- form wbb b;s own sort of back-up Pips, 
pecially the dreaded emo tag), the band resub was a tradition that would 
drew just as much from popular rap or bfgbiigbt future shows - an exodus of 
old Motown as they did fiom their rock horn-rimmed, retro-T clad kids climbing 
brethren. Throw in a gifted lyricist with Qn sjage> for that song only, to yell along, 
a unique sing-songy delivery, a rhythm sbake their suburban thing, and be a rock 
section from hell, freakish time signatures, star for tbe mjnute The Plan wannabes 
some fuzzy keyboards, a few goofy ef- crammed the stage for the last time on 
fects, and a bit of perfectionism to that K4ondayi a fitting end for a talented 
mix, and the results simultaneously Wasbington band. 
dropped your jaw and tugged at your 

Updating, Loaning 
Computers, Wireless, and 

More 
Update Your machine! 

This tip is in re­
sponse to a plea from 
the overwhelmed 
technology staff: 

because the bottoms of what used to be 
called "laptops" have 

EI JZABETH AUSTERN burned some users' 
laps. Those pesky ma­
chines can get really 
hot. So, everyone is en-

The Tech Junkie 

In case you didn't notice the bright couraged to call their portable comput-
orange signs in the library or the overall ers "notebooks" instead. The tip here is 
slowness of everything school and com- "don't use your computer on your lap." 
puter-related, the Blaster worm virus has 
hit the school's network hard. The sad Wir eless Networki ng 
part is that this mess could have been 
completely avoided. It is increasingly New feature: the classrooms in 
important that everyone keep their Stuart hall have wireless access, 
computer's operating system and virus Problem: only people with CISCO 
protection updated. wireless cards can log on to the new ac-

Operating system updates and vi- cess points. Other cards can access the 
rus updates are separate; it is a two-step historical areas (Stockton 1st floor 
process: lounges, Library 2nd floor), plus SL1 in 

1. For anti-virus software and other Burns. Most lLs and people clever 
technical help, go to http:// enough to buy the cards last year will have 
128.164.132.15/libserv /burnshelp/ the Cisco cards (don't bitch at me, I 
index.asp bought a non-Cisco card myself). If 

2. To update Windows, go to you're not buying a notebook computer 
http: / / v4.windowsupdate. through the school, you can't get the $15 
microsoft.com/en/default.asp discount the lLs are getting for the Cisco 

cards. 
Cisco Aironet 350 cards retail new 

No Loaner Computers or Cable Locks practically everywhere computer equip­
ment is sold for $115; or used from E-bay 

There are a few clouds with a silver (for example) for around $75. 
lining. Clouds: All of the library's loaner Directions on setting up wireless 
notebook computers were stolen this sum- networking are at http-.// 
m er .  B e l i e ve  i t  o r  n o t ,  f i r st  t h e y  b r o k e  w w w . l aw . gw u. edu  /  compu t i ng /  
into the cabinet and stole the Dells and guide_connect_b.pdf. 
IBMs, and then they came back later and 
stole the (even more ancient) Macs (see Timed Out or Blocked? 
related story). Silver lining: The laptops 
will be replaced with newer models if the Due to problems with email viruses, 
staff can make sure the new ones won't since late spring semester the school has 
be stolen. The library is now using the blocked the part of the network that al-
cable locks to anchor the remaining lows people to send email from, for ex-
equipment, so there are no cable locks ample, a mail-reader like Oudook. When 
available for loan for a few weeks. sending mail over the school's network, 

Keep an eye like a hawk on your you must use Webmail. This will affect 
notebook computer - chances are good everyone sending e-mail to almost any-
that the person or persons who stole the where - whether you are using your 
school's computers will be scavenging for school email account or not. This will 
some students' machines. not be a problem if you are connected to 

Another silver lining: the library the Internet anywhere outside of the 
staff will be installing new anchors in the school's network. This ban will probably 
lower levels of the library to make secur- not be lifted anytime soon, so students 
ing cable-locked notebooks easier. If you will either have to use Webmail or send 
are nervous to wait for the library to get e-mails from home using their own ISR 
new cable locks, they are available from (For the three of you with your own per-
the bookstore for $50, or online for un- sonal e-mail servers at home, the 
der$25. workaround is to change the mail port, 

but none of you need to be told that.) 
Too Hot To Hold! As a new security measure Webmail 

will kick off anyone who doesn't refresh 
What's with this "notebook com- for 30 minutes, so you may need to re-log 

puter" nonsense? Computer manufactur- on periodically if you are working on 
ers, Dell in particular, have been sued something long over email (like a brief). 

Solutions -
Don't Cheat 

Name That Case Answers 

1L: Johnson v. Mcintosh, Chief 
Justice John Marshall (1823). 

2L: Regina v. Faulkner, Ireland 
Court of Crown Cases Reserved (1877). 

3L: Buck v. Bell, Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes (1927). 
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