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FEATURES 

Informed from page 4. 
briefs for both sides of an issue - helps you 
to you understand the issues thoroughly 
and to prepare to address oral argument 
questions from both perspectives. The 
Moot Court Board also contributes to 
the development of professional skills by 
providing members with the opportunity 
to watch practitioners. The opportunity 
to watch someone who has argued dozens 
of cases is education in and of itself. 

(4) The Moot Court Board facili 
tates multiple competitions each year, 
some of which are taking place this 
Spring. What kind of internal team
work is required to accomplish these 
objectives? 

A lot. In fact, right now the Van 
Vleck competition which started in the 
fall is wrapping up on Thursday of this 
week. It takes a tremendous amount of 
teamwork. There are twenty-five people 
on the Executive Committee who are 
involved with our competitions. There 
are three Chairs for the Van Vleck com
petition, two Chairs For the Giles Rich 
competition, three Chairs for the National 
Security competition, two Chairs for the 
Grendier competition, and three Chairs 
for the First year competition which is 
starting soon. In all, there are thirteen 
Chairs who are focused exclusively on 
their respective competition. The board 
also has a Publicity Chair whose respon
sibility is to post signs around campus, 
and to post announcements on the Portal 
and to make sure that word gets out about 
the competitions. The Publicity Chair 
this year is also hosting a Thirsty Thurs
day event. There are also Judges Chairs 
— people who focus all year on recruit ing 
J -  *0—• • letters and phone calls. Ill 

addition, the board has a Vice President 
of Internal competitions who oversees 
the entire process of recruiting judges and 
ensuring that the competitions are publi
cized. There is a tremendous amount of 
coordination, and the Moot Court Board 
has a good machine going this year. 

(5) What are some characteristics 

of the GW Law Moot Court Board 
that are distinguished from the average 
moot court board? 

I don't think that I can speak to 
that because I don't have a good sense of 
how other moot court boards operate. 

(6) Has the board been able to 
attract suff icient participation for 
competitions scheduled during the 
2009-2010 academic year? 

Yes. We are very pleased with the 
level of competition. Last year, some of 
the specialty competitions were on the 
slower side. This year however, partici
pation in the Giles Rich competition in
creased from 16 to 28 teams. Last year 
the Grenadier competition was pretty 
small, with under 10 teams participat
ing, and this year there are 20 teams 
participating in the competition. This 
year, the sizes of the competition are 
moderately comparable; for example, 
there were roughly 35 teams in the 
Van Vleck competition, and the other 
competitions have followed suit. 

(7) What recommendations do 
you have for students who are inter
ested in developing the skill s neces
sary to perform well in a moot court 
competition? 

First of all, practice, practice, 
practice. For most people public speak
ing does not come naturally, so the more 
that you have your friends fire questions 
at you, the better you will do. You also 
need to know and understand the facts 
and the law involved, and you have to 
know how to write. Writing, and finding 
professors who can review your writ
ing and critique your oral arguments 
— those are all things that are going to 
put you ahead of the pack.. A.nd cer-

tainly, it does not hurt to go and watch 
real practitioners do this kind of thing. 
Oral arguments occur regularly at the 
Supreme Court, in the Federal Circuit, 
and at the DC Court of Appeals. If 
you watch the practitioners, it will give 
you a baseline of what you should be 
shooting for. 

Students gather outside the Haitian Embassy 
Photo courtesy of Dean Karamanian 

Losing from page 2 
priorities all together. Neither response 
bodes well prospects of any meaningful 
action on important issues. 

When government grinds to a 
halt, people grow more and more disil
lusioned. Democrats and Republicans 
have both learned recently that win
ning elections is easier than governing. 
Indeed, it increasingly seems like the 
parties care only about getting elected. 

As public frustration and disillusionment 
climbs to new highs, and as the influence 
of special interests fuels the attacks and 
distrust, both parties might soon also learn 
that endless attacks and exploiting fear 
and anger to win elections today won't 
get them anywhere tomorrow. Unfortu
nately, we'll also be stuck with a crippled 
economy, sinking health care system, and 
few prospects for solutions. 

Haiti from page 1. 
them again!" 

Dean Susan Karamanian, As
sociate Dean for International and 
Comparative Legal Studies, solicited 
help from her international students for 
the relief drive. "We are all saddened by 
the suffering in Haiti. We feel the need 
to do more than write checks. Getting 
goods, boxing them and knowing that 
the next time they are touched it would 
be by a person in tremendous need con
veyed the sense that we were making a 
difference." 

On the Saturday before the drive, 
she ran into a 2006 LL.M. graduate 
from the Domincan Republic at her lo
cal grocery store. The student told her 
about the drive and Dean Karamanian 
sent an email to students, asking if they 
wanted to help. Within 24 hours on the 
holiday weekend, students responded 
and came out to the event. "Our inter
national students are very generous. 
Many come from countries that have 
endured substantial hardships, whether 
economic, poli tical or social ones. 
Their societies back home tend to be 
supportive. They bring here a strong 
sense of community." 

John Sorrenti, President of the 
Student Bar Association, is not sur
prised by the law school community's 
quick and dedicate d involvement in 
helping raise money and resources for 
Haiti. "Even though as law students we 
have significant debt and many of us are 
without a job after law school and still 
looking and have our own financial con
cerns, the generosity shown by the GW 
Law community was awesome. People 
came up and gave anywhere from $5 to 
$50 of their own money just to help out 
with our efforts. I know that Section 13 
itself raised over $1700 in donations! 
That kind of support and willi ngness 
to help out is incredible and says a lot 
about our classmates and the commu
nity we create here at GW Law." 

According to Sorrenti, over 100 
GW Law students attended the Kids 
Against Hunger event and many more 
have been volunteering on their own, 
despite no personal link to Haiti or its 
people. "I think it's extremely important 
to get involved in the fund raising/help 
for Haiti. What happened with the 
earthquake there is a terrible tragedy 
and the images we've seen are heart
breaking and can only evoke significant 
sympathy for the suffering that the Hai
tian people are going through. While 
we all have our own cares and concerns 
they seem much less important when 
you realize what the people in Haiti are 
going through and how much their lives 
are affected by this. Anything we can 
do as a community to help them out is, 
in my mind, a must." 

Sorrenti also said that the SBA 
hosted a table in the hard lounge last 
week which raised $419 for Haiti re
lief efforts. "The SBA wanted to get 
involved as soon as possible and we 
decided that raising funds was the best 
way to start. I believe it's still t ough to 

get supplies down there but we are keep
ing track of what's going on and if we can 
do it, we're going to collect more tangible 
items to send down. Right now the orga
nizations we looked at said money was 
the best way to help so that's what we 
went with." 

More opportunities to raise aid for 
Haiti are on the immediate horizon. Lexis 
and Westlaw have created a program 
through which students can donate to 
Haiti relief through giving points. Natalie 
Timmers, the school's Lexis representa
tive, said that Lexis actively encourages 
students to give their points to charity. 
"Since August 2008, LexisNexis has en
couraged law students across the country 
to donate the Rewards points that they 
earn to charity. There are six national 
charities that students can choose from, as 
well as a number of l ocal (school-specific) 
charities, including the GW Equal Justice 
Foundation." Timmers noted that such a 
program is consistent with the goals of 
Lexis as a company involved with char
ity overall. "When employees voiced the 
desire to go above and beyond the normal 
amount of giving for the extreme devas
tation in Haiti, the company responded 
in several ways. More chari ties were ap-
proved for matching funds, the matching 
funds limit was increased, and in just a 
few short days more than $120,000 was 
donated to various relief efforts on the 
corporate level by LexisNexis employees 
and the company itself." 

For Haiti relief, Timmers explained 
how the program worked: "Through 
March, all Rewards points donated to the 
Red Cross will be channeled directly to 
Haiti. Students can donate by signing-on 
at www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool, and 
clicking either the "My Rewards" tab 
or the "Help Haiti " banner that rotates 
through the top of the page. For every 
250 points that students give, LexisNexis 
donates $4. Students can earn additional 
Rewards points by researching on Lex
isNexis (15 points/day, 7 days/week), 
attending live training classes at GW 
(schedule posted at www.lexisnexis.com/ 
myschool), completing online tutorials, 
and attending online webinars." 

The Lexis donation program has 
been very successful, according to Tim
mers. "As of January 21st, law students 
across the country have donated approxi
mately $70,000 in LexisNexis Rewards 
points to the Red Cross since the earth
quake struck Haiti on January 12th." 

Though the community continues 
to raise significant donations for Haiti 
aid, the rebuilding efforts in Haiti have 
only just begun. Sorrenti noted,"The 
SBA would like to thank everyone who 
has helped so far and we look forward to 
finding more ways to help the people of 
Haiti as they work through this horrible 
tragedy. Giving back to those in need is 
a beautiful thing that helps put things in 
perspective and creates a community filled 
with caring, thoughtful, and considerate 
people. The SBA supports building that 
kind of community and the support we've 
received from the student body at GW 
Law has been tremendous." 


