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Hagler and Martinez Win Van Vleck Competition
Justice Breyer on the 3-Judge Panel
By Nicole Ettinger
, Features and Commentary-Editor

The final round of the annual Jacob Bums Van Vleck
Constitutional Law Moot Court Competition Was held last
Thursday, January 18. Over 400 students, faculty, and
family members filled the Dorothy Betts Marvin Theater
.to watch four third-year law students present oral arguments to' a distinguished panel of judges.
Brad F. Randell, Alan M.Freeman, Janette M. Martinez, ,
and R. Tamar Hagler each presented a twenty-minute oral
argument to a mock United States Supreme Court. For
them, it was theculmination offive months of competition
and preparation.
,
'On the bench were Stephen G. Breyer; Associate'
Justice of the United States Supreme Court, Kathryn
Mickle Werdegar;Justice of the Supreme Court of Calif ornia and graduate of The George Washington University
Law School, andJ. Michael Luttig, Judge for the United'
States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit .. All three
justices participated actively in questioning the.competitors.",,;
Randell, for the petitioners; argued that the
should strike down a fictional city ordinance requiring all
petitorsability to laugh at appropriate times during oral argument ..
high schoolstudents to be tested for drug, alcohol, and HIV
After the arguments, the justices conferred to decide the winners.
infection. Martinez represented the respondents on this
, Noting that all performances were excellent, they decided that the
issue, arguing that the ordinance should be up.held.
respondents did a slightly better job on the written briefs and oral
Freeman then argued for the petitioners that the Court
. arguments/and thus won the competition.
should strike' down a zoning measure which limited the
At a reception held in the Marvin Center after the event, .Jonathan
advertising practices of adult-oriented establishments 10- .
Tarnow, President of the 130-member moot court board, commented
cated within a certain distance of juvenile facilities. Hagler'
thathe couldn't have been more pleased with the panel and he hopes that
represented the respondents, arguing to sustain the zoning
in the future, the Van Vleck competition will continue to build upon this
measure.
year's success.
Despite the tension, and the seriousness of the issues'
.
Martinez was similarly pleased and found that this panel of judges
presented, there was still room for humor. When asked by
"was the least confrontational of any panel that we've had. They asked
one of the justices whether a high school student would
substantively difficult questions, but they weren't personally offenknow not to go into an adult establishment ("Joe's Bar") if
sive."
.
there is no sign above the bar, Freeman replied, "They'll
Dean Jack Friedenthal summed it all up: "good theater, good law,
find that out when they meet Joe's bouncer." The justices
and' a lot of furi. It was a real wilmer."
later commented that they were impressed with the com-

Evening.Classes Held On Martin Luther King Day
By Craig D. Miller
Special to The Advocate

This year's blizzard .has already
caused administrative
problems for
GWULS. Partly because of the shortened semester and the resulting difficulty in scheduling make-up classes, the
law school administration decided to
hold Monday evening classes on January
15, MartinLuther King's birthday.
According to Associate Dean Roger .
Transgrud, the driving force behind the
administration's decision was the anxiety of students and professors combined .:
with the shortened semester.
"Many
students and professors approached us
about the possibility of having classes on
Monday so as to avoid the hassle of

makeup classes:" stated Transgrud.
Because of the uproar, Dean.Transgrud .
said the Administration decided that the
best solution was to leave the decision up
to individual professors. "We were re-.
luctant to open during the day because of
the holiday and the fact that day classes
are nlOre easily made up," stated
Transgrud,"but we felt that the circumstances made it necessary to give profes- .
sors the option to have class Monday
night."
'.
..,
.
About half of the classes scheduled
for Monday night met. Notices, as well
as a message on the studenthotline, were
posted onthe previous Thursday. Further, Transgrud said, professors were
instructed to videotape classes for those
students who were unable to attend be-

cause of the holiday or the weather. The
Dean' stated that the weather was not a
problem and attendance was generally
very good.
The other factor Dean Transgrud
cited for the decision to allow for classes
Monday was the shortened semester.
Because of plans for a unified commencement with the entire University,
. law students must finish exams one week
earlier than normal. This leaves virtually no time for a reading period before
exams.
Dean Transgrud was noncommittal
on whether classes would have had to be
made up on Martin Luther King's birthday had we not had the shortened semes. ter. The Dean, however, acknowledged
See EVENING
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C·W University
Snow Policy Is
aReal Blow-out
. While Washington, D.C. and the rest of the northeastern United
States continued to try to dig out after the Blizzard of '96, the George'
Washington University was open for business on Wednesday, January
10, and Thursday, January 11. Both the federal and D.C. governments
were closed Wednesday, as were most of the local universities, public
schools, and businesses. Even though D.C. operated under a state of
emergency, GW Law Students were forced to slip and slide their way to
regularly scheduled classes. GWU's decision to open the Law School
was unsafe to students who ventured to class, unfair to those, who
physically could not attend, and confusing to everyone involved.
For those students and faculty who were in D.C.-area, the journey
downtown was a dangerous one. Few streets had been adequately .
plowed by Wednesday , making the travel treacherous for pedestrians as
well as motorists. Several students missed classes because it took them
over two hours to get to class. Rush hour
traffic on Thursday was gridlocked, and
Metrorail and busses were not running on
any sort of normal schedule.' . Moreover,
many neighborhood streets in Virginia
and Maryland suburbs were never plowed
at all, stranding students who don't live .....
--.1
within walking distance ofa Metro stop:

~House
Editorial

" .Those who did make it to pampus on tiTe wer~ greeted by a lis~ing'
"ofatleasf20 :canceledcIasSes taught by mowed-in professors. A group' .
". ~f law~school professors and administrators were stuck out-of-town at
the Annual Law Convention, and were not able to fly to Washington
until Wednesday afternoon.
Any student who had not returned from their winter break before the
blizzard struck could not conceivably have arrived in town before
Tuesday evening, and most filed in on Wednesday and Thursday.getting
on the earliest flight available. Holding the first ~odays of classes put •
those students. at an unfair disadvantage--they had not had a chance to'
buy their books; get their first assignments, or sign the seating charts in
their classes. Further, they were unable to get their syllabi for their
classes, and after missing two days of class, many students were a full
week behind in their reading through no fault of their own. Even more
egregious, some professors did not even videotape or audiotape classes
for those who could attend.
Apparently, GWU couldn't afford to lose additional class days to
Mother Nature in its march towards a unified commencement. The
school had no contingency plan for the occurrence of snow days this
semester, even though two years ago school was similarly shut down for
an entire week during the spring semester. Even one snow day would
have caused problems for make-up classes, since we have no reading
days before exams.
.
While it is shocking and ridiculous that classes were held, it seems
appropriate that George Washington University made such a decision.
After all, it is the same school that had no contingency plan for a rainy
graduation last year.
.

Views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views ofThe George Washington
University LawSchool. House Editorials represent the views of a majority ofThe Advocate
Editorial Board. Any person objecting to views expressed in House Editorials are invited
to express their opinions in a letter to the editor. Editorial Policies of The Advocate are
available for inspection by any person during normal business hours.
.

.Reaction to Dismissal of Student
Lawsuit
By Ray Everett-Church
In the wake of the dismissal of the law students' suit against the University, it would seem
to be an appropriate time to take issue with the indefensible behavior of our illustrious Dean
Friedenthal and the laughable "leadership" of our student representatives during this time of
conflict.
In particular, I want to highlight one point continually ignored throughout this episode:
Whatever the faults of our law school colleagues who prosecuted the suit, their motivation was
to force the University and the administration of our law school to recognize and rectify many
significant deficiencies; . To hear our dean, their motivation 'was immaturity and selfaggrandizement. For him to suggest this is an outrage.
.
The lawsuit was born out of the anger and frustration felt by many, if not most, students
. at this school. Many have been frustrated at the general decline of the physical plant, including
the overcrowded hallways, overheated classrooms, and uncomfortable seats teetering on
precarious swivels: They are frustrated at a barely adequate law library's abysmal·research
tools and materials. They are angry at our student representatives who parroted the pep-rally
pablum promoted by the administration, saying "Don't tear down our school."
.
Lastyear,thiee
students decided to stop listening to the pablum and start seeking some
solutions. They sought to hold the administrations' collective feet to the fire and found
excellent kindling wood in an unfavorable report by the ABA reaccreditation committee. This
report focused with laser precision on many problem areas in our school. Quite shockingly,
the importance of the report was belittled by both the administration and by our school's
representative to that very ABA committee concerned with reaccreditation!
The students used a tried-and-true tactic for focusing the attention of a bunch of lawyers-they threatened a lawsuit-sin hopes that the administration would finally deal seriously with
the issues raised. They tri~d to negotiate a solution with the Dean and the University President.
.The student plaintiffs soon: feported backto the student body that instead of working in good j
,; ,
See LAWSUIT page S.'

INSIDE OUR CLASSROOMS:
EDUCATION OR INDOCTRINATION?
By Ed Lustig
"Brainwashed?" That's what is on the cover of this month 's issue of The National Jurist.
The artiCIe~deals with the ris41g tension that purportedly exists on law school campuses due to
what many.studtmts Perceive tobe overt political bias in the classroom. As a dean noted inthe
. article, it is virtually impossible to teach certain courseswithout politics-either centrally or
peripherally-being discussed. This can pose a problem for students ifprofessors with strong
political leanings either fail ro remain neutral or are not open about their political biases.
If you think a professor's political bias isn't relevant to the course your taking, imagine
,two classes of Con Law. In one classroom, Prof. Antonin Scalia. In the other, Prof. Thurgood
Marshall. Both professors turn out to be very popular and well-liked by their students. I think
one can see how their perspectives would have a substantial effect on how those two classes
viewed the law. And while we are no longer easily impressionable high school students, the
ability to unduly influence how we think is still present. A professor chooses the textbook we'll
use, he or she selects the cases and other materials we'll read, and he or she controls what topics
will be discussed and which ones won't.
.
Obviously, the most powerful tool at a professor's disposal is the commentary he or she
gives in class. When we are told that a case was incorrectly decided, why is that? I've seen
professors stick one side of an argument in a manner that-within the context of the classroom-makes it virtually impossible for a student to argue the other side without sounding absurd,
unreasonable, or foolish. When the debate is so one-sided, it is not only a frustrated student
who loses, we all do. The fact is that professors can still wield an enormous amount of power
in influencing how we see things. And the. danger is that instead ofleaming what the law is,
students will learn what the law should be like according to one professor.
Having been here three semesters, my own impression is that most professors want to be
balanced. However, some do not, and those who do may fail in this regard. We've all read
lots of Supreme Court cases and know how few unanimous cases there are. This tells me that ,
for most of the issues that arise in class, there are at least two-often equally compelling'
arguments that can be made. That much you can be sure of. What's not so sure is whether the.
professor you have is going to conduct his or her class in a manner that lets you see the merits
of all sides, not just the one he or she might wan! you to see.
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WHO DECIDES TO CLOSE
THE LAW SCHOOL?
. Decisions as to whether the Law
. School will open in inclement weather
are made by the central university
administration. Students may be surprised to learn that the law school
administration learns of school closings the same way as the students,
namely by calling the university infonnationlineat994-5050.
The Law
School itself does not have authority
separate from the main university to
make determinations
regarding
school closings, since services such
as security, housekeeping, and maintenance are provided to the Law
School by the main university.
WHEN,ARE THE'MAKE-UP
CLASSES?,; .. , '",: "";':"
Individual professors normally
schedule make-ups at times convenient for themselves and their students. Make-up classes are scheduled at the discretion of each professor. However, Dean Transgrud issued a memorandum to all full- and
part-time faculty enumerating suggestions for making up classes based
·on consultations.with faculty, SBA
members, and Associates Deans of '
other locallaw schools. Professors
are encouraged to videotape makeup classes for those students unable
to attend.
THE UNIVERSITY
WAS
OPEN, BUT MY CLASSES WERE
CANCELED!
Many students observed that although the taw School opened on
January 10th and lith; several professors were not at school and had to
cancel classes. The weather delayed
some professors' return to Washington after the Annual Law Convention
in San Antonio, Texas. Other professors experienced difficulty in getting
to the Law School due to the 10ca.I
road conditions. According to Dean
Transgrud, a majority of the faculty,
were in school on Wednesday and a
large majority of the faculty were in
school on Thursday. The Records
Office immediately posted class cancellations as they became known.
HOW WILL THE SNOW DAYS
AFFECT
SPRING
BREAK?
GRADUATION?
Two years ago, the Law School
lost four days of classes due to a
January ice storm. That year, makeup classes were scheduled
on
President's Day and during the reading period, with the faculty free to
schedule make-up classes on other
days if necessary. Dean Transgrud
..
noted that there were no great probP

' .•

lems in making up classes by the end of,
School considered the fact that most
the term,
activities scheduled in honor of Martin
This year, however, classes are alLuther King's birthday were scheduled
ready scheduled on President's Day and,
during the day, and not the evening.
as most students have noticed, there is no
Therefore, the Law School agreed to
reading period. The Law School is comleave the decision on whether to hold
. pleting the semester one week early to
evening classes up to the discretion of
allow graduating students to participate
each professor. The decisions were made
in the unified commencement celebratin the afternoon of Thursday, January
ing GWU's 175th birthday.
12, and were available on the law school
'information line that day.
Still, Dean Transgrud does not an, Most students were pleased that the
ticipate any problems in making up the
Monday classes were made up so quickly,
lost classes and says that the reschedulas their decisions whether to add or drop
ing will not affect Spring Break.
WHY WERE SOME CLASSES
a class were facilitated. Professors were
HELD ON MARTIN LUTHER KING
encouraged to videotape the Monday
DAY?
make-up classes for students who could
Several professors, who teach both
not attend school.
. WHAT SHOULD I DO IF IT
day and evening classes, expressed inSNOWS AGAIN?
terest in making up classes on Martin
Luther King's birthday. The Law School
In the event of future inclement
conferred with the central uni versitywho
weather, students should first check the
agreed to open the school during the
university information line at 994-5050
evening. The reasoning was that evening
.' to see whether the university is open, and
classes are the most difficult to make up, .
if it is, then check with the records office
due in part to the fact that most evening
information line at 994-6260 for the
students have classes every evening.
most current information regarding law
Classes are also difficult to make up on
school class cancellations, which will
weekends due to religious observance.
save many students an unnecessary trip
Dean Transgrud also noted that the Law .
to school.

EVENING, from p.age,l.
that the shortened schedule played a role
in the decision and left open the possibility that the holiday would have been
observed were it not for the, shortened
schedule. "The shortened schedule,"
Mr. Transgrud explained, "is a product
.ofthe University's desire to have a unified commencement in celebration of
the University's 175thanniversary. Had
we not had a shortened schedule, we
would have had greater flexibility."
In defense of the Administration's
decision, Mr. Transgrud cited precedent
for the decision. Comparing Martin
Luther King's Birthday to Presidents
Day and Veterans Day, Transgrud noted
that during the "W inter ofIce" two years
ago, classes were held on Presidents
Day. In addition, every year classes are
held on Veterans Day so that students
can have the day after Thanksgiving off.
This year, the law school will be having
both day and evening classes on Presidents Day.
Dean Transgrud stated that ABA
standards required that classes be scheduled to meet fourteen weeks per semester with the amount of meetings per week
depending upon the number of credit
hours of the course. The Dean could not,
however, cite any ABA rule stating that
classes which are missed must be made
up. "Forthemostpart,"Transgrudstated,
"the decision to make up classes is in the
hands of the students and professors."
Mr. Transgrud also dismissed the
possibility of making up classes on weekends or over Spring Break. He stated that

un-

making up classes at both times is
popular.Plus; Transgrud said, the journal competition over Spring Break would
interfere with making up classes. Although, it should be noted that the competition is over by Monday leaving the
rest of the week free .
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Things to do in Chicago During the Blizzard of Next Century
By Nicole Ettinger

Features and Commentary Editor

Welcome back from the Blizzard of
the Century. I'm sure we all have stories
to tell our grandchildren.
I, for one,
found myself stranded alone in Chicago
for four days. Having never been there
before, and hoping never to go there
again under such circumstances, I decided, to make lemonade out of lemon
and see some uniquely winter-friendly
sights. Here, from an expert, is a list of
places to go, sights to see, and ways to
keep yourself busy ifit ever happens to
you:
The Howard Johnson's Hotel in
Schiller Park, Illinois - A five minute
shuttle ride from Chicago's O'Hare airport, the Howard Johnson's hotel is a
must for the stranded passenger.' The
rooms are individually heated (although',
,it should be noted that turning on the heat"
will drown out any chance of hearing the
black and white television), the cocktail
lounge comes equipped with a pinball
machine, and all hotel guests receive
complimentary elevator music' in the
hallways. The restaurant food leaves
much to be desired, but all guests must
still feel lucky that they're not sleeping

.
e airport,
The American Airlines Terminal
At Chicago's O'Hare Airport - This
venue, only worth seeing during an east
coast blizzard, comesjam packed with
thousands of stranded passengers and
exhausted airline employees, and will
provide hours of free entertainment for
onlookers. It's also fun to watch the
monitors to guess how many flights will
be cancelled on any given day.
The Blue Line Train Ride From
O'Hare Airport Into Chicago - $1.50
gets you a bumpy 40-minute ride on one
of the oldest subway systems in America.
A good place to people-watch and write
feature stories for The Advocate.
The 'Sony Movie Complex
at
Norridge- I can'ttell you where Norridge
is, but I can tell you how to get there from
the Howard Johnson 's Hotel. I'lljust say
that it involves a shuttle bus, train, and
city bus ride, plus alittle walking in some
very cold weather. The excursion takes
about an hour each way, not including
actual movie time, but considering the
'goal is to kill as much time as possible
.until you can catch your plane to D.C.,
the extra commute time is a bonus.·
The Art Institute of Chicago - A
at

th

.',
'
trapped tounst can spend all day at this
magnificent museum. In fact, this trapped
tourist did just that. You'll recognize
many of the Monets, Maners, Renoirs,
and Picassos that you studied in Art
History class, and you can lose yourself
among the myriad of rooms of paintings
sculptures, and photographs from the
pastfourcenturies. $7 admissionrecommended, and well worth it to spend an
entire days indoors and out of the hotel.
The Museum of Broadcast Communications - From the early days of
radio to the latest in broadcasttelevision,
this museum is heaven for media and
entertainment buffs like myself. After,
exploring the museum exhibits downstairs, the greatest treat is going into the'
television and radio archives. For two
'bucks, you can watch an old tape of your
favorite show or an important newscast.
,I chose the 1963 pilot episode of General
Hospital (then called Emergency Hospital), "where every day, dedicated men
and women answer the desperate cry of
suffering humanity. "Brought to you by
Bisquick" (and that's an actual quote
. from the opening scene). As a loyal GH
fan since the days of Dr. Noah Drake,
. this experience was a definite highlight.

Lo
d
h
. .
'cate
on t e comer of Michigan Avenue and Washington Street in the Chicago Cultural Center.
Sears Tower Skydeck- The world's
tallest building (IIO stories) is a great
place to visit in early January, as there
was literally no line (and I'm told the
wait can be up to three hours when the
east-coasters can flock to town), and the
views really are spectacular, even with
only five miles visibility. 233 W. Wacker
Drive. Admission price is $6.50 for
adults. Sorry, no student discounts.
Hobbies to Take Up - Being
stranded in a strange city in a low-budget
hotel is a great time to catch up on all
those hobbies we students never had
time for before--readingtrashy
novels,
taking up cross stitching, catching up on
the soap operas, calling your airline over
and over again, and shopping. Warning:
the shopping is optional, and will greatly
depend on one's financial viability after
paying for an unplanned four day vacation (I skipped the shopping). Note: See
ferris Bueller's Day Off for more ideas.
But just remember that visiting Wrigley
Field is not a good way to spend a snowy
January day in Chicago. And there are
no parades. Ferris bad all the luck.

'Tales From the Blizzard of '96
By Shazmah Hakim
Where were you when the Blizzard
of96 came? I was not even in the country, but it sure did affect me. I was trying
to fly from Frankfurt to New York. Prior
to our takeoff, the forecast for New York
called for light rain. By the time we were
an hour away from JFK,the snow had
become so heavy that the pilot had to
divert the flight to Toronto. The passengers let out a collective groan when they
heard the news. We felt this was the
worst thing that could happen to us. We
were wrong. After landing in Canada,
we were told that since all the other
major East Coast airports were closed,
nearly every flight from Europe to New
York had been sent to Toronto. We spent
four hours on the tarmac while the
"sleepy" Toronto airport was forced to
'come to life. Immigration and custom
officials were brought on to perform
emergency duty in order to handle almost 50 unexpected, international flights
that were arriving one after another. As
hotel rooms started to become a scarce
commodity, airline officials had to
scramble to make sure that their weary
passengers got a room for the night. .
We were scheduled to leave the next '
day, Monday, but airports on the East
Coast remained, shut. yv e had, to spend
anotherunexpectedday in Toronto, where

,I must add, the temperature was about
ten degrees below zero. To add to our
misery, the airline never released our
baggage. After wearing the same clothes
for two days, I decided it was time to
leave the hotel foraquicktrip to the mall.
Some fellow passengers decided to brave
the cold and invited me to go sight seeing
with them, but I declined the invitation
because I was feeling sorry for myself
and my plight. I now wish that I had seen
more of what I know is a beautiful city.
I am sure someday I will decide to visit
Toronto and will have to pay for airfare
and hotel to enjoy the sights. Then I will
truly regret not having taken more advantage of the free flight,' room, and
meals, that were all courtesy of the Blizzard of96.
.
After arriving at JFK on Tuesday
afternoon, I got more bad news. TW A
had given away my seat on the flight to
D.C. As a result, I had to spend another
night at a hotel before getting a flight out
the next day. Luckily, mother nature
roared again and I was able to take
advantage of the four-day weekend to
help me recover from my ordeal.
Bryan Coleman. a 2L, tells of a
similar experience. He had gone to Venezuela for New Years and was scheduled
to come back on Tuesday,January
9th.
Bryan was stayingjust outside of Caracas,

"

where he said "the temperature never
goes above 85 degrees and never falls
below 75 degrees. The concept of snow
is the last thing on your mind." On
Monday, a friend flashed him a Venezuelan paper with a picture of Washington
buried in the snow. That night Bryan
tried calling the airline' to get more details but what was told to call the emergency hotline number. Eventually he
found out that his flight on Tuesday was '
cancelled. Then his make-up flight on
Wednesday was also cancelled. Finally,
on Thursday afternoon, he made it to
JFK. After landing, he was told to go to
La Guardia to catch a flight to D.C.
Bryan got lucky when United managed
to put him on a flight from JFK that
evening. The catch is that they sent him
to Dulles, instead of National, his scheduled destination. Bryan adds that he was
nervous as the plane landed at Dulles
because the runway wasn't shovelled.
"If there is one place in the city they
would shovel, you'd think it would be a
'runway."
Well enough talk of us world travellers trapped in exotic countries during
the blizzard. What did other NLC stu- .
dents who were lucky enough to already
in D.C. do with their time? Bryan King,
a 'IL, says that he "slept a little, ate a
little, and drank beer. Once reality set in,

I started the search for summer employment.AndI'mstillrevisingmyresume!"
Doug Goldstein, also a lL, says" I
sat in the Capital City Brewery on Saturday night with Rob O'Rourke and Time
Frey, fellow Section 14-ers, and watched
the snow begin to fall."
Sheryl Lynn Caroff, a 3L, says that
she used the time to work on her bar
application. She also went shopping for
groceries everyday because she could'
not use her car. One shopper offered to
pay $5.00 to anyone who would give him
bread. Seeing his plight, a woman behind the counter gave him one of the
loaves she bad been storing behind the
counter. Sheryl Lynn says that she herself had to make do with rolls.
First year students Theresa Fuentes,
Gregory Kelch and Kimberly Woolley
made Section 14 proud. They took the
opportunity to go to a Supreme Court
hearing on Tuesday. It took them 45
minutes by Metro to get from Dupont
Circle to Farrugut North, but after that it
was smooth sailing. The Supreme Court
was running exactly on schedule and
there were no delays. For once there
were no lines and the three of them went
straight into the courtroom. Kimberly's
only. regret is that they had to use the
back entrance instead of the main stairs
which had not been shovelled yet.
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CROSSW RD®Crossword
Edited by Stan Chess
.~
Puzzle Created by Richard Silvestri
ACROSS
1 Monkeyshine
6 Wi!hhold lhe
. tip

11 Bother
14 Domino plays
it .
15 ,Bush-league
16 'Overpermissive
17 Why did
Fitzgeraldsing
"mi; Holmes?
19 Mr. Adams
and_ ('50s
TV show)
20 Gives !he
once-over
21 ViDagers
23 Slum problem
25 Nuts
26 Workout spot
29 Jersey
bouncers?
31 Zoo
attractions
34 Feel lousy
35 Stretched out
loosely
37 Alcohol burner
38 Featured'.·
players

~~'

.

..

,,'

1

2

3

68 Piecesof
eights?
69 Inhibit

·28Howdothe
sheep get into
!he pen,
groUp
DOWN
, Holmes?
42Ne plus lirra
1 Chela; brone
30' Certain
43 Go back ID
page one
2 Guitarist
-." ;, '. serviceworl)en•
45 Liles
Lofgren
32 Hitting_
overhead
3 Address
• cylinders .
46 Pre-election
4 "The bombs
33 Authority
event.
"
bursting_
36 Make a
48 PorlZlscheme,·
decision
e.g.
5 Issuesorders
39 Gave a hand
49 "Hold on Tighr
6 LilIIe,lD a
41 Came clean
. band .
lassie
43 Does some
50"1 Still See
7 Dyeingwish
cobbling
_" (Paint
8 Following
44 Biblicalbro!her
Your Wagon
. along
47 Torrentof
tune)
9 Bird or Barkley
abuse'
52 Speakerof
10 Dressingtype
51 Young,Ladd
diamond fame ; 11 Where did lhis
and King
54 Holds in check
fruit come
53 Easily-sp~t
57 Different
from, Holmes?
rock
60 GaDerydisplay 12 Humorist
54 Summerplace
6115 !his in the
Barry .
55 Voiced
style of a
. 13 Babe's
. . 56 A foe of Pan's
deVilfish,
buddies
58 Q.E.D.middle
Holmes?
18 ArtifICial-fabric
59 Have value
64 Spanishsea
component
62 SlDmach
65 Slar in Cygnus 22 Mogul master
muscles,for
. 66' Raise!he
24 It's often set
.; ' ..short•
spirits
26 Barlood
.
'63 "_darn"
.. 67 .PerseVereat
27 King or qUeen'
lDOtin'r
40 _'_' Friday
41 Imposing
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of all Blizzards, A view of the quad in front of the

•Law School after first blizzard
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of 1996, (Photo by.Nicole Ettinger.)

LAWSUI~ from page 2.
faith to reach a compromise, the administration responded with hostility, derision; insults, and intimidation. Foranyone who missed the story last year, fi was
, at one of these negotiations that an administration official "jokingly" suggested
that the quickest way to end the conflict
. was to shoot one of the plaintiffs. ~
A lot of ink has already been spilled
on the many and varied sins of President
Trachtenberg, so I'll not revisit those
issues. However, the work of our ABA
representative during the conflict and
the posture of our dean throughout the
episode bear some special scrutiny.
The question begging in the case of
our ABA representative, Alan Freeman,
is 'best put in the words of the ;great
philosopher Janet Jackson: "What have
you done for [us] lately?" We ciUt be
assured that he doesn't miss many of the
gilded luncheons and snazzy cocktail
parties thrown by'the ABA, and he has
likely laid in a good supply of that ABA
letterhead with his name along themargin. When is the school going to seethe
benefit of his position?
.
. One would have thought that his
position on the accreditation committee
would place him in an excellent position
to urge the administration's adoption of

the ABA's recommendations.
Instead,
he spent his time pointing out that like
most ABA platitudes (as those who have
taken ProfessionalResponsibilitywill
recall), the thfeats' regarding accreditation revocation amount to so many ink
smudges on paper and have fewer teeth
than your average Guinea hen. Then, in
a fine impersonation ofvreverse" Chicken
Little, he peeped to anyone in earshot,
"No, the sky really isn't falling!"
Mr. Freeman, that's not the point.
No one was seriously concerned that
accreditation. would be withheld; however, everyone was, and is still, concerned that things will not be getting any
better.
Instead
of asserting
the
unimportance of the ABA's critical report, Mr. Freeman's time 'would have
been better spent examining the ABA's
role in helping our school to rectify the
deficiencies.
Our representative's' remonstrations provided no solace, they
highlighted the impotence of his position on the committee, and they placed in
sharp relief his failure to represent our
interests.
As for Dean Friedenthal, his public
actions towards the plaintiffs have been those of the sharpest litigator: he was
brash, he was insulting, he was conde-

"

scending. He played the c~hsi.unniate
litigation pit-viper and in doing so forgot
that he is not a litigator -- heis the dean
of a major law school. He has a duty to
respond to the cares and concerns of his
students, not by arrogantly dismissing
them as "immature," but by recognizing
the validity of their anger and seeking
consensus and equitable resolution. It
also appears that the school Wishes to
make the student litigants pay for their
immaturity by continuing to seek litigation costs against the student plaintiffs.
The University may not be able to shoot
the plaintiffs, but it seems they can bankrupt them.
Jack Friedenthal has never been accused of being warm and cuddly. In fact,
one safely tenured professor recently'
referred to the dean's typical adversarial
posture as that of a "real bastard," This
. may be an admirable trait in trial advocacy, but as a component of how'a law
school dean relates to his students, it is
lousy at best and reprehensible at worst,
As a student concerned with the
value of my degree, I agreed with the

motives behind the student-initiated litigation and am. deeplyoffended by the
hostility reported in The Advocate and
reflected in the dean'sother statements.
It is wholly inappropriate behavior for
the Dean to insult and denigrate students
, who, after finding the University open to
no reasonable alternative, take legal steps
to protect the value of their degrees. In
such a suit, he may technically be an
adversary, but he need not act like one,
for he too would ultimately benefit from
a more equitable distribution of law'
school funds. Instead, the students become scoundrels and the dean gloats.
Not only does the dean owe the
litigants an apology, but he owes an
apology to all of the students who supported the effort to make the University'
treat our school fairly. .He also owes
everyone apromise that when faced with
student complaints about the quality and
nature of their education, he'll respond
not as a pit-viper, but rather as a concerned mentor and teacher who is deserving of our respect.
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SBA NeVIs
by Kim Anglin
SBA President

Welcome back! Here's the latest
news about upcoming events, etc:
Alumni Relations Notes: In No-:
vember, the Alumni Relations Office
sent out the SBA's second solicitation
letter. It was sent to alumnae who had
never given before, so the SBA's hopes
were not high. Nevertheless, the letter
raised approximately $1,600, which is
earmarked for the clinics and the loan
forgiveness program.
Barristers' Ball (Sat. Feb. 10th at
Metro Center Marriott): The SBA sold
out of tickets a week before the event last
year, so buy early. Tickets will beon sale,
beginning Monday, January 29th. Sales
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will last two weeks or until sold out. 3 Ls,
don't miss this opportunity to have a
great time and get good pictures of your
colleagues. Remember, there are only
have 118 days until graduation. 1Ls and
2Ls, this is the biggest party of the year,
so don't miss it! Tons of people come
stag to this; it's all about having a great
time, so don't worry about bringing a
date.
.
SBA Elections: Elections for new
officers will take place on Wednesday
February 7th. There will be an informa- ,
tion session on January 24th at 8:00pm
for anyone who is interested in running
for Pres, Vice President, or Representatives. In addition, the SBA hosts candidate forums, which allow the student
body to question the candidates about
their plans or goals if elected to office.
The forums will be held on January 30th

at 4:30pm and 8: ISpm.
Law Revue Show and Party: This
year's Law Revue production will take
place on March 2nd in Lisner Auditorium. Come see your colleagues, who
you never imagined could dance, sing, or
act, entertain you!
SIOOK Vote: After over a year of
committee meetings and feedback from
the student body, the SBA has passed a
new bylaw to permanently govern how
the $100,000 student discretionary fund
should be spent. . The purpose of the
bylaw is to include as much student input
as possible. It requires student groups to
petition for grants in blocks of $S,OOO.
To be placed ont he ballot, each interested group must gather a petition with
signatures equal to 20% ofthe number of
, students who voted in the previous election (approx. 700). Dave Stine (2L)
drafted this bylaw. See text below:

Bylaw 307

voting population, and answer any questions voters may have.
Be it enacted by the George Wash4. The Committee '.will set upa
, 'ington University Law School Student
student open forum (see 3(e» at which
.Bar Association that:
the petitioning groups will be required to ,
Section I. One-HundredThousand
',' attend and presenttheir funding requests ,
Dollar Fund
to the voting population, and answer any
A. The procedure is as follows, in ' questions.
chronological order starting March l,on
S. The Committee will construct a
a yearly basis for the distribution of the ballot with each of the petitioning orga.one-hundred thousand dollar fund: '
nizationsthat have met the requirements ;
1.. The SBA Board appoints-the . included, along with a brief'descriptlon."
"$IOOK~Committee" from members of of each group's wants, needs, and rea-"
the Board.
sons. Each student/voter will' be in2"..The Committee publicizes an in- structed to vote for the 3 to S groups she
formational meeting "How to apply for, feels is deserving of funding.
andreceiveaportionoftheSl00KEmer.:
6. The.Committee will set up and
gency Fund" to be attended by groups
run the $1 OOKvote.
interested in funding grants.
7. The Committee will tally up the
3. At the meeting, the guidelines for votes for each petitioning group, and
groups applying for grants will be ex- rank them according to the number of
plained. Tentatively, the guidelines are votes they receive.
as follows:
' 8. The Committee will then publish
a. Interested groups must petition
the ranked results.
.
for blocks of $SK. If less is needed,
9. The $100K funding will then be
groups must combine with other small doled out according to the ranked order,
need groups..
and which organizations have received
b. Groups must specify how much
funding in the NLC budget. In the event
, they require and why.
ofa tie in the rankings, funding will go to
L Use last year's budget (if applithe group with the smaller request, in
cable) along with detailed report of how .order to free up the most funds for the
the group will utilize requested funds, most groups.
present proposals to Committee.
Section II
ii. Also, groups must indicate miniThis procedure addresses our main
mum amount it will accept.
objectives of taking the distribution of .
c. Groups must circulate a petition
the $IOOKoutofthe SBA Board's hands
through the student body; obtaining sig- and putting it into the hands of the stunatures equal to 20% of the total number
dents. Also this will allow the student.
of voters in the previous election inorder .body to make more informed choices as
to compete for a portion of the $IOOK.
to funding allocation. This procedure
d. Groups must complete the re- also addresses problems associatedwith'«
quirement and tum in completed peti- earmarked alumni grants and late fund-'
-tions to the, Committee within seven
ing from the NLC, which can now be
days of the meeting date.
.' accepted by the earmarked groups, who.
e. .Groups must participate in an " would be required to relinquish their .
informational open student forum in or-. $IOOK funding, which would then be.
derto presenttheirrequest to the student
distributed to the next ranked group.
'

·You Decide the Time,
Date, and Place!
Get 30 years of bar exam
experience delivered directly
. to', your .door-,:~pon't worry
about inconvenient
class
times, parking, and studying
on someone else's schedule!
• Proven . Texts,
Lectures,
Practice Questions and SMH
Personal Tutor"" Software
• Individual.
essay
writing
critiques from bar exam
experts
• Personal. -setvice via 800
number
• Study at your own pace,
Begin studying when you want"
• Early Enrollment Discounts
available
.
• It worksl
Thousands
of
takers using these materials
pass the first timet

The Study Group
Personal Bar Review'"
For Info on: DC, NC, NJ, PA, VA
C.1I1~OO·239·2349
For Info on: FL, GA, CA, NY
, C.1I1~OO-840-6929

Making'Up
Snow Days
by Frank D. Durand
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs

Welcome back, folks. Let's playa
little Jeopardy: I) Theanswer: YES. The
question: Can a professional football
team from Texas that is coached by a
.,meathead make it to the Super Bowl? 2)
The answer: Keep reading. The question: So how are we going to make up all
those days we missed to stay home and
watch Bob Ryan for hours on end?
Item I: While I believe there will be
a feature article in today's Advocate
conveying more detailed information,
let me just reiterate that all classes missed
due to the blizzard are to be made up at
times to be determined .by individual
professors. In other words, there will be
no formal make-up days scheduled for
weekends or spring break. So rest easy.
Item 2: Due to the class days lost as
a result of Blizzard '96, the add/drop
period for the Spring 1996 semester will
be extended through Wednesday, January 24, 1996.
Item 3: Similarly, the deadline for
electing to take a normally graded course
on a credit/no credit basis will be' extended to Wednesday, January 31, 1996 .
'iItem 4: Many, many, many of you
3Ls 'lately have become, how shall we
say, obsessed with assuring yourselves
that you have sufficient credits for graduation.· Once the add/drop period coneludes (see above), the Records Office
will do a second run (the first took place
last October) of total credit hours for you
graduates-to-be to assist you in minimizing the possibility of unwanted surprises
come May.
Item 5: A reminder that we have an
Enrichment Program speaker today,
Monday,
January
22. . Charles
Krauthammer, Pulitzer Prize-winning,
syndicated columnist for The Washington Post and Time Magazine, will speak
at 4: IS p.m. in the Moot Court Room.
The title of his presentation is "The
Great Budget Train Wreck and Other
Washington Rituals."
For now, that is all. Take the Cowboys, give the points.

CROSSWORD
ANSWER
(rampage 5.
. CROSSW RD" Crossword
AN
PI

E L
.S
SPA
A I
L E
AC
DE
CO
ART
MAR
PLY

T I C_ S T IFF
AN O. MI NOR
LA ME AN T R E
K I MS
TO WN S
R A T S WA CKO
N E T 5 RH I
L DR A P ED
E
AR
ADS
GAL
ME
R E R E AD
5C AM
B A T E
R IS
E L ISA
NT RO L S -0 T H
A L AM AN T A
DE NEB
EL
E 5 S E 5
DE
CIOCI2

ADO
LA X
EVE
M E N
N OS
T NA
A Y
E L
ELO
E R
RAY
AT
T E R

The

/

sumes which were submitted to the COO. This student
estimates that people with lower class ranking probably
received even fewer interviews.
A lottery system, used by Georgetown andother law
schools, is designed to provide interviews for all students. Alottery systemrandomly picks acertain number
of firms for each student to interview with, ensuring that
everybody, even those towards the bottom of the class,
..will get interviews with top firms.
The problem with this system is that firmsare forced
to -interview students who do not meet their hiring
criteria. .As a result, both the student and the firm may
be wasting time. Moreover, a student in the lottery ,
system who wants to interview at a firm that was not
randomly selected by the lottery system for him or her
will be forced to seek an interview with that firm outside
the fall interviewing process. This could result in both
the student and the law firm. expending substftttially
more time, effort and money in order to secure interviews with qualified candidates. In addition, it is
difficult to get ajob without the interviewing program
because firms rely so heavily on it.
According to Carver, "most firms hate the lottery
~ system. We would lose a lot of employers if we were to
switch." When asked why Georgetown is able to
successfully implement a lottery plan, Carver said "top
10 schools can get away with it. Although GW is a top
. school, a lottery system would hurt us."
However, two local firms contacted by The Advocate said the opposite. Richard Jacobson; Hiring Partner
at Fulbright & Jaworski says that "Fulbright & Jaworski
will interview at GW no matter what system they have."
. ".ClaireReade, Hiring Partner at Arnold & Porter, has
says that "Arnold & Porter interviews at schools where
there is a lottery system and at those where there is not. .
We find itiTloreefficient to be able to be in a situation
like the one GW has now. In our experience. the lottery
system is aJess effective way to recruit because it results
in more work for the student and for us." However,
Reade says that Arnold & Porter "values the talents of
students at GW and would not stop interviewing at GW
if it switched to a lottery system."
Jacobson acknowledges that the lottery system is
well intentioned, but he says that "a lottery system is not
a most productive use of time.. The pre-screen process
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.Library News '.

is useful because is allows the student to be accorded
The Jacob Burns Law Library is pleased to anrealistic considerationbyafirm of their choice. You do
nounce its Spring 199.6schedule of research lectures.
not get this with a-lottery system:'. Jacobson also said
These programs offer GW law students the opportunity
that most of the students. from Georgetown who are
to increase their knowledge of specialized legal reoffered positions at his firm have not been obtained from
search. Speakers from the library's reference departthe lottery system but rather from the 'student's own
ment will cover a variety of research tools and techcontact.
. niques, including print, online, and CD resources.
Both Reade and Jacobson agree that ifGW switched.
Dates, times. and location for the lectures are indito a lottery system. local firms would participate. but the
cated below. Advance registration isrecommended due'
law school might suffer decreased participation from
to limited space. Sign-up sheets can be found at the '
firms outside the D.C. area. For financial reasons, they
Reference Desk.
.
say. firms from New York or California might not want
. International Law:
to come here to interview if they cannot be guaranteed
Researching the United Nations and Other Intematheopportunity to interview pre-screened students. Howtional Organizations
ever, this risk might be alleviated by the Law School's
Date: Wednesday. Feb. 7, 1996
regional interview program.
.
Time: 1-2:30 pm
, Neither system can satisfy all students. MattCohen,
Location: Stockton 30I
.a third year student at GW says that he prefers the status
International Legal Research
quo. Cohen wonders what is the point of "wasting time
Date: Wednesday, Feb. 14. 1996
interviewing at a fum which is not really interested in
Time: 1-2:30 pm
you; and at the same time taking an interview opportuLocation: Stockton 301
nityaway from someone who really has a chance to get
Online International Legal Research
ajob withthat fum."
Date: Wednesday, Feb. 21. 1996
. Onthe other hand, students who are not in the top of
Time: 5-6:30 pm
the class will receive few. if any interviews unless the
Location: Computer classroom (2nd flr, Stockton
ftrms are forced interview them by a lottery system:
reading room)
. But do forced interviews help Students get more
Environmental Law:
jobs? According to Carver. a forced interview with a,
. '.Environmental' Law Research, Part II: Executive
firm bent on hiring a top 10% student will likely 'not , "Otders
,. ,,_,. 'L
'.'
, .
result in ajob offer. Reade agrees. She says itis difficult
Da te : Thursday, Fbi
1996
e . ,
to imagine an instance where someone who was not
Time: 11:IOam-12:IOpm
doing well in law school, even ifhis or her interpersonal
Location: .Stockton 301
skills are effective. getting offered a job at Arnold &
Environmental Law Research, PartIll: B.P.A: Ad- .
.Porter. Similarly, Jacobson says that performance in
ministrative Materials
law 'school is arihtdicator of success as a lawyer.
Date: Thursday. Feb. 15, 1996
However, Jacobson also points out that students with
Time: 1l:10 am _ 12:10 pm
lower grades who come to the attention of Fulbright &
Location: Stockton 301
Jaworski will be "given it fair shake:'
Environmental Law Research Part IV: Online!
"We have 1600 students here and we do our best to
Internet Resources
help everybody," says Carver. "the perception isthatthe
Date: Thursday. Feb. 29.1996
fall interview program is the only way. Actually, fall
Time: 11:10 am.-12:10 pm
interviewing is easy. It is the students who are not in the
Location:' StocktonJtl I
top of the class that we spend most of our time helping.
. Intellectual Property:
These students have to work with COO counsellors who
Intellectual Property Research: Online\Internet
will map out an individual career plan for them."
Resources
Date; Thursday, March 7. 1996
Time: 4:30 - 5:30 pm
Location: Stockton30 I
Health Care:
Researching the Legal Aspects of Health
Care
Date: Wednesday. March 20, 1996
Time: 1 - 2:30 pm
Location: Stockton 301
Congressional Research
. Online\Internet Resources.
Date: Tuesday, Feb. 20. 1996
Time: II am - 12:30 pm
Location: Stockton 301
D.C., Virginia, and Maryland Law: .
District of Columbia Legal Research
Date: Tuesday, Feb; 27, 1996
Time: 4:30 - 5:30 PM
Location: Lerner 301
Virginia and Maryland Legal Research
Date: Wednesday, Feb.2S. 1996
Time: 1-2PM
Location: StocktOn301
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(617) 361-3631,

Millionsof dollars in scholarships, fellowships, gra.n~. internships. work study programs
and special' !!itudent aid funds. go' unused every"year beca,use students simply don't
know whereto apply or, how to get their share.
The s~~ret,inio~ating money for college.Jiesin your strategy. You need step-by-step
information on what aid is available and how you can get it The time to apply is now!
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Commentary: Can Compassion Be Bad?
By Rinaldo Del Gallo

.The bedrock upon which this country was founded
was that of Lockean principles ofnaturaljustice. It was
thought, as many still think, that the sole role of government was to preserve individual freedom.
The
government's role was to preserve the natural rights of
the individual by preventing trespasses upon individual
freedoms from sources both foreign and domestic.c...
The government did not owe you a living. No one
had a fundamental right to food, clothing, or shelter .. No
one owed you a job. The government did, however.'
safeguard the right to pursue these objects free from the
transgressions of others. It was that by dint of hard work
that the average fellow could till the land and earn his
keep. Providence would provide for those who labored.
Early Americans did not countenance that anyone would
beresponsible for their fate save themselves.
.
Enter the Great Depression. New rights manifested
themselves on the American landscape. Man looked not
to himself as his last resort, but to government for his
subsistence. These new rights were no longer restricted
. to the right to be free of personal violation and unfair
conduct in business dealings. Instead, government
assumed the role of provider, a role which until then it
had refused to shoulder. Starting with the Roosevelt'
administration, the great rugged American Individualist
began to ebb from our landscape. Man no longer acted

at his own peril, a complete victim to his fortune. No '.
longer was it every man for himself.
Nor is all this lamentable. Laissez faire economics
can visit. ruin' on .individuals, with its vicissitudes of
prosperity and misfortune. Families were ousted from
houses with all their possessions on the sidewalk. Children went without nourishment. It is small wonder that
during the Great Depression government began to assume a new awareness-that of compassion. We sought
..' to be munificent, fearing that "there but the grace of God .
go I."Americaforthe first time began to pour tenderness
towards those who had fallen on impecuniosity not from
.the shortcomings of character, but on the position of the
stars. It was a new awakening. A fatherly concern was
nascent among us.
I now ask the unthinkable question: Can this ever be
.undesirable? Can compassion be a vice?
I This past weekend I spoke with a medical student
from our counterpart down the street. She delivered five.
babies in one night. None of the mothers had insurance.
Fatherswere conspicuously absent. Some of the mothers
were on drugs. Undoubtedly, these women will unlikely
be able to support their children without government
assistance: Statistically, these unwed mothers tend to be
uneducated; often illiterate. But they have children.
nonetheless,' To them, poverty should be no barrier.
It is almost never the case that these mothers have
made an unexpected fall from the middle class. They are

not casualties of the stars. These individuals usual1y
come from generations of welfare recipients. They
know that if they have children they can go on the
government dole. Itisawayofsurvival.
Welfare is now
.a legacy passed down among generations. Thesewomen
are like bears, teaching their cubs how to scavenge at the
dump rather than to earn an honest keep in the forest.
What was once a hand-up has become a way of life.
Compassion has become a narcotic.
These new mothers are unlikely to pay much in the
way of taxes so as to significantly contribute to the cost
of educating the children that they have now brought into
the world. The taxes of others will school their children .
But we love the parent-and the child, and subsidize the
mother's irresponsible actions. After all, it's not the
. kids' fault we protest-they did not choose to be born.
Thus, these freeloaders hide behind their kids by
making hostages of them. Pay up or the kids will get it.
. You don't want innocent children to be malnourished
and grow up to be criminals do you? So we subsidize: .
And the more we subsidize, the more these mothers
breed to be on the taxpayer's dole. Then there are more
mouths to feed. So we subsidize even more ... The cycle
.
continues ad nauseam. These are the old poor. Forthem
we have bountiful compassion. Perhaps no charity is a
."lesser evil than bad charity.
Then we have the new poor,orthe new under-class.
These are the children of middle-class Americans, who
. themselves became educated, but nonetheless have not
.\;"
.: been able to find adequate jobs and start a family. These
are the first generation of Americans to have a lower
standard of living than their parents. They delay the
gratification of children because they are unable to
Under the Plan, said Dickens, welfare should take '
provide. Some never have children, for they have a
'on more transitional character. Limiting assistance to
,t burning
sense of responsibility, and if they cannot
two years for able-bodied recipients will encourage self.
adequately
endow the basics oflife to the new life, they
. sufficiency, but it will not ignore the needs of those who
forbear
creating
them ..We yearn to be loved by o.urown
J
are unable to fend for themselves, he said. Dickens also .
children
..
Children
are central to our fulfillment. They
touched on the faults ofthe system, admitting that there'
nourish
are
souls,
But
the glow of proper parenthood, a
those who take advantage of it, but that time limits
seed
from
their
parents,
transports the new poor and they
and mandatory work programs for recipients could
do not do what they naturally desire-to parent. There is
~..eventually weed out the bad apples.
.
no compassion for the new poor. They are on their own.
"Welfare," said Tanner on the other hand, "is a
It is one thing to advocate eugenics. But this is
disastrous social circumstance. It doesn't work." Since
.•dysgenics. Nor am I referring to racial eugenics.less I be
1965, $5.4 trillion dollars have been spent fighting
accused otherwise: I speak of the debilitating crippling
poverty and we're worse off now than ever, he said. It
childhood environment that produces the dysfunctional
has, he said, contributed to a huge' increase in out of
child. I speak of the least educated, the least responsible,
wedlock births, the erosion of the family unit, crime,
the least fit to rear children becoming parents. I speak
drug use and poor table manners. According to Tanner,
or the alcoholic, eighth grade drop-out Appalachian
welfare removes the economic disincentives to having
mama, living in dirt-floor squalor, having a litter often,
children by giving added support to those who have no
and the Ivy League graduate having none. I speak ofa
hope, children or not.
class of people, gathering education as farmhands in a
He also said that welfare can pay better than some
field of knowledge, steeped in the sun of responsibility,
jobs. In fact, if one took advantage of all the programs
who would make wonderful parents, yet choosing not to
the District of Columbia has to offer, according to
bear any children because the soils of the economy are
Tanner, one could get benefits amounting to $28,000 a
infecund. Theyrefuse to have children if they must plant
year; For how large a family many he did not say.
in a dust bowl. It takes more than love to raise a child.
Welfare, he said, is a placebo to the poor: Job training
Our compassion has become misplaced. 'We have
programs do not work, and the excuse of unaffordable
loved the profligate son and have forsaken the obedient
child care is weak;
child. We have subsidized the irresponsible old poor
The only alternative, he suggested, is to do away
.' with our antiquated welfare programs, yet have forgotwith the whole system: What can't be had from our tax
ten the new poor. We have no conversion program to
dollars will be found elsewhere: family, friends, private
charities and the like.'
>.: ...
switch from defense to Commerce. We have no tax
•
breaks for industry that wishes to meaningfully re-train
Tanner proposed to end welfare by forbidding any
our work force. We have tightened monies allocated to
new recipients. From this, he said we will see an immeinstitutions of higher iearning for continuing education.
diate decrease in out of wedlock births, People will go to
We have no student loan forgiveness programs for those
work and poverty, at least as we know ittoday, will cease
who are the victims of the economy. We have the
to exist. This is so, he said because private charities can
handout, without the hand-up. It is time to stop cosseting
demand what the government cannot: behavioral and
the old Poor, and help the new. It is time to reconsider
spiritual changes. Further, it will encourage charitable
our notion of compassion.
giving, he said.
.

Welfare Reform Debate
By Andrew Fisher and Genevieve Sapir
Special to The Advocate

In a rousing attempt to stir up "a Miltonesque
exchange with truth triumphing over falsehood," the
Federalist Society brought to the Law School two people
capable of carrying through that noble intellectual purpose .. In one comer of this sparring match over welfare
reform stood William Dickens of the Brookings Institute. Dickens said that his role in drafting the Clinton
administration's Plan for welfare reform amounted to
"not more than fifteen lines of actual writing," but as a
leading economist advising the President, his role was
certainly. far more substantial. His opponent, Mike
Tannerofthe Cato Institute, stood as far from the Clinton
Plan as one might imagine. Professor Brad Clark
refereed.
.
Round one of this brouhaha saw Dickens touting the
fringes of the Clinton Plan. While not directly disagree-.
ing with the Plan, Dickens did not seem altogether
comfortable with the outcome of 18 months of nationwide meetings that culminated in the drafting of the plan.
What Dickens seemed to agree with is that some
form of welfare is necessary. Understanding that poverty created welfare and not vice versa, there are people
out there that are down on their luck and honestly need
the government's help, he said, and Aid to Families with
Dependant Children is not primarily a fallback for
unwed mothers: It is instead a valuable government
program that finds among its recipients those in dire
economic straits with only welfare to help them get back
on their feet..
L
. That said, Dickens acknowledged that private char-I,
ity and direct contact with the poor was a more efficient
means of helping those less fortunate in another age, an
'.age when community and good will obviated the need
for ungainly government programs. The evolution of
urban society and supplanting of community with anonymity necessitated government intervention, an intervention that saw its way towel fare as we know it today.
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STELLA WILDER

YOUR STARS THIS WEEK_
By Stella Wilder
The coming week will present
nwnerous situations that Will promote and encourage change, and
the focus at this time will be-on
things that do not feel quite right
among individuals and groups at
home, at work and at play. The
need for making both subtle and
dramatic changes in all areas will
overpower some people. These individuals may actually be unrecognizable to others as the week
draws to a close because their
transformation
throughout the.
week has been so complete. The
majority of individuals, however,
will embrace only small, subtle alterations in appearance or behavior at this time.
It may be a difficult time for
those who have not been completely honest in their personal relationships, and the need to come
clean should not be resisted this
week. Great benefits can be
gained by revealing secrets and
dispelling rumors at this time
across the board.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 3)
. - You may experience a few sur" prises this week. They will hit you
when you least expect it An upset
at home can be quickly resolved.
(Feb. 4-Feb. 18) -- You can approach even the most difficult situations with admirable calm. Do
not step out of character.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 5) Your curiosity will lead you down a
few dead-end streets this week be- .
fore you finally come into the open.
and enjoy a major revelation ..
(March 6-March 20) - After a
long period of experimentation
and discovery you will come into
your own at work this week.

ARIES (March 21-April 4) wards to you as the week opens,
You may have difficulty remaining but with work and concentration,
up to date in all things this week you can sort the problems out
Take advantage of all resources
once and for all. (Sept. 8-Sept. 22)
and demand information. <April 5- - Hard times will be unavoidable
April 19) - You will near the end this week, but as long as you rely
of a pivotal phase during which on your friends, you will come out
many discoveries will lead to ma- on top.
jor decisions. .
.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 7) - It
TAURUS (April 211-May'5) will be time to stop thinking of
You may not have the ability to put yourself as a victim. Regain con, all your plans to work for you this trol of every aspect of your life.
week, so pick and choose with care You can triumph this week. (Oct.
before you chart your current
s-Oot. 22) - You may want to
course. (May 6-May 20) - Misin- make a dramatic change this week
formation will prove more danger- that will attract criticism from othous to you this week than no infor- ers. Try to be brave!
mation.
Check all sources
SCORPIO (Oct. 23~Nov. 7) carefully.
.
Before you start one thing this
. GEMINI (May 21-June6) - .week, you must make sure to finNow is the time for you to make ish another. Overlapping committhat decision you've put off for so ments will not be favored this
long. Even your most loyal sup- week and may prove costly. (Nov.
porters will become frustrated
8-Nov. 21) - You may currently
with rou. (June 7-June 20) - Per- be concentrating on Issues that
sona power will be put to the test will prove outdated very soon. Upthis week. Avoid falling into a com- date your thinking!
mon emotional trap.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
CANCER (June 21-July 7) 7) - This week, your focus must
You will be excited by the doors center on the things that bring you
opening up for you at this time. the most personal satisfaction.
Make no mistake, you will have to ' Even financial concerns will be
get moving before the week is out. overshadowed. (Dec. s-Dec. 21)
(July S-July 22) - A private
. - Image will not be everything
meeting with a key individual
this week, but you must not undershould enable you to break free of estimate the power of style and apcurrent restraints.
pearance.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 7) - It will
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 6)
be time to put your fears behind - You may feel threatened by
you for good. The progress you something that will not be easy .to
make this week can inspire all pin down this week. Focus on
those associated with you. (Aug. strengths that have been over8-Aug. 22) -Neversayneverth1S
looked in the past. (Jan. 7-Jan.
week. As soon as you turn your' 19)~. You will find one of your
back on something for good, it will more unusual specialties to be .the
surprise you.
, most valuable to you and others
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 7) this week.
Things may seem a little backCopyright1996, UailedFeatureSyndicate,IDCo
END Your Stars This Week 01':28-96

Aaron Rodriguez
.
Ballplayer freshman year.
Little League Coach sophomore year.
Killed junior year.
December 28,1993
San Antonio, TX

If you don't stop someone
from driving drunk, who will?
Do whatever it takes.
1
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The Year In Football: Hits, Misses and the Super Bowl
ByThomas

S. Threlkeld

. SportslEntertainment

Editor

For those of you who unproductively
spent their winter break in a drunken
stupor, the Dallas Cowboys and the Pittsburgh Steelers will play each other in the
Super Bowl in Arizona on Sunday. However, before I analyze the game, I think
it is only fair that I review the predictions
I made for the National Football League
back in September.
WHERE I WENT WRONG
Boy, did I blow it with the Green
Bay Packers. Without wideout Sterling
Sharpe,IthoughtquarterbackBrettFavre,
would suffer and the team would drop to
8-8. Instead, Favre flourished, the offense ran smoothly all year, and the Pack
won the NFC Central Division.
I am happy to say that the Oakland
Los .Angeles Oakland Raiders let me
down this .year, For half the season they
played like the Super Bowl contender I
thought they were. Fortunately for all
that is good and decent in the world, they
choked on a chicken bone in December ,
and could not even make the playoffs; I
am not too sorry about that one. "
I am less pleased about the pathetic ",
performance of the .Miami, Dolphins .." ,
Since 99% of humanity.joined me in'
pickingtheFinsfortheSuPerBowl,Iam
'
not too embarrassed about this pick.
Nevertheless, they were, awful and I
- ~,missedit. New Head Coach Jimmy John- son will whip Miami in to shape for next
- -';season.
'. ,',t'
The Philadelphia Eagles baffle me.
I am still convinced that the only reason
they made the playoffs is that the NFC
has three good teams and then nothing. I
picked them to finish '6-1 o and instead
they went 10-6. Ouch. They won't do
•that again next year, though.
Let us all join hands and agree to;
blame Dr. Mengele'sless-likable brother,
Art Modell, for the' Cleveland Browns:
The Cleveland owner betrayed his team
and the fans when he announced his
plans to move the Browns to Baltimore
after this season ..The team took a nosedive
after his announcement, and a playoff
team finished so far out offirst place that
, they were last spotted pawning their
jewelry in Borneo. Having a knucklehead'
. for a coach like Bill Belichick did not
help either. I refuse to endure any ridicule for this pick.
WHERE I COVERED MYSELF
IN GLORY WITH ONE GREAT PICK
AFTER ANOTHER
When many prognosticators were
predicting the imminent demise of the
'Dallas Cowboys after last year's disap- ,
pointing finish, I heroically declared that
they had another run in them. I wrote in
I

these unworthy pages that quarterback
Troy Aikman, running back Emmit '
, Smith, and wideout Michael Irvin were
great enough' to carry this team back to
the Super Bowl. So guess what happened.
I also predicted that the team that .
won the Deion Sanders Sweepstakes and
acquired the high-steppin' hot dog would
win.it all. Oh yes, lam looking pretty
good right now. On your knees, fools.
Worship me.
While the rest of you novices were
grovelling at the feet of the most
overhyped quarterback in history, Drew
Bledsoe of the New England Patriots, J
shrewdly saw through his veneer of young
stardom to glimpse the mistake-prone

bumbler that Bledsoe so often is. I said
the Pats were not ready and I meant it.
Nextime,paYattention
to me and you
"will not give your bookie reason to smile
every Monday morning.
,Instead of drooling over the Patsies,
'I acutely noticed the growing strength of
the Indianapolis Colts; Proving me cor-'
rect once again, the Colts made the playoffs .and almost earned a Super Bowl
berth. I should definitely have my own 1900 number for those of you who like
football and need some quick cash. Admit itto yourself, you would be better off
calling my' '1-900 number than those'
other I-900 numbers you have been calling. You know the ones I mean.
I picked the Steelers correctly. I

<

predicted that the San Diego Chargers
would be one-year wonders. The list
goes on and on. Let's get down to
business.
, THE SUPER BOWL
The Pittsburgh Steelers are the kind
of football team that could beat the Dallas Cowboys. Unfortunately, they won't.
The Steelers have a powerful running
game with ErricPegram and Bam Morris.
Quarterback Neil O'Donnell makes few
mistakes and wideout 'Yancey Thigpen
is all-pro. However, it is on defense
where the Steelers truly shine. Even
without Rod Woodson, their defense has
been superb all season. Long-haired freak
Kevin Greene (LB) had a terrific year
(although it will be his last with Pitts-

what I despise about sports. Their owner,
Mr. Jerry Jones, is a loudmouth braggart
who never saw a television camera he
did not like. Micheal Irvin is a foulmouthed hotshot who interferes with the
cornerback on nearly every play and
never gets flagged for it. Deion Sanders
may be the most annoying creature in
sports. Who else cannot wait to see Greg
Lloyd, decapitate Sanders on a reverse
play? The great Emmit Smith suffers
seven career-ending injuries a season
and never misses a game. Clearly, Emmit
just loves the attention and the thought
that Cowboy fans everywhere become,
physically illevery time he limps off the
.field (only to return three plays later).
Put simply, Emmit is a ham. While Emmit
has a flair for the dramatic, Charles
Haley (DE) has a flair for the melodramatic. This twit has retired and un-retired more tirnesthan Sugar Ray Leonard.
I, for one, Charles, cannnot wait to see
you retire for good.
Last but not least are the Cowboys
fans. When Dallas is winning, they are
-' ,..everywhere. But when that team was 3- '
",011'3, '1-15, and 7-9, Texas Stadium was
half-empty. And where were all those
'Cowboys jackets and caps then? What I
am saying is that Dallas fans are
frontrunners--the worst kind offan there
,,,.>I'i'S. OfCourse,"n6wevetyDallas
fan solemnly declares that he or she was always
with the 'Boys and toheIl with anyone
who doubts them. But those of us with
long memories and functioning cerebrumsrememberhowmanyDailasfans
.
there were five years ago .•
The Browns fans were admirably
loyal to their team. Chicago fans are the
. most parochial in the country, but their
. loyalty to their Bears is unquestioned.
Even New York Giants fans, with their
annoying accents, shockingly low I.Q. 's,
and predilictions for violence, are loyal
in good times and bad (it's not like there
is another real football team irithat area).
Of course, us Washington Redskins fans
; 'burgh). Certifiable lunatic (and Mr. Pottynever waver. I went to two home games
mouth) Greg Lloyd (LB) is the most
this year and good 01' RFK Stadium was
feared blitzing linebacker since the heypacked both times. Excluding the three
dayofl.awrence Taylor. Joel Steed(N1),
abominable strike games in 1987, the
Chad Brown (LB), and Carnell Lake (S)
Redskins have sold out every home game
fill out a vicious and quick defensive
since the earl y 1960s. That is the longest
'unit.
consecutive sellout streak in American
However, without Woodson, the,
.professional sports history. Despite the
Steelers cornerbacks can be beaten if the
tough times of recent years, RFK has
opposing quarterback has enough time
never been half-empty.
to throw. Although Greene and Lloyd
A final note to the Steelers. My
will dirty up Aikman's jersey, the CowRedskins beat the Cowboys twice
boys offensive line' will give Aikman
(TWICE!!) this year. Please study those
enough opportunities to get the ball to
game films carefully. Say it with me
Michael Irvin. Aikman and Irvin will
now. My two favorite teams are (your
make every opportunity count.
team name here) and whoever is playing
This is a sad ending to the season.
the Cowboys. Final Score: Dallas 27
The Cowboys exemplify so much of .
Pittsburgh 20.
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