George Washington University Law School

Scholarly Commons
Amicus Curiae, 1966

Amicus Curiae, 1960s

3-4-1966

Amicus Curiae, March 4, 1966

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/amicus_curiae_1966

Recommended Citation
George Washington University Law School, 15 Amicus Curiae 4 (1966)

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Amicus Curiae, 1960s at Scholarly Commons. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Amicus Curiae, 1966 by an authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons. For
more information, please contact spagel@law.gwu.edu.

A Salute To
Legal Aid
Legal Aid at GWU
by Bill Ohlhausen, iChairman,

Legal 'Aid Society

The Law [School can be justifiably proud of what its students have
done in the past in aiding the indigent accused. ,The number of students volunteering for work on both civil and criminal cases is very
gratifying and I hope it continues to increase in the future.
The bulk of the Legal Aid Society's work during the past year has
been in assisting local lawyers who were appointed by the court to
defend indigents accused of crime. .Students have assisted these lawyers
in felony cases by interviewing
defendants, conducting street investigations, gathering material from witnesses, conducting legal research,
and preparing trial briefs and motions.
This academic year the society also began limited work with the
Neighborhood Legal Services Project (NLSP), a branch of the D.G.
United Planning Organization. The NLSP offers legal aid to the poor
in areas affecting .housing, 'public welfare, and consumer creditproblems, GWU students have already assisted NLSP attorneys on quite
a few cases and their initial reaction has been favorable. .Students report everything from drafting a charter for a charitable corporation
to fighting the eviction of a tenant. As the word spreads more GW
students will undoubtedly become interested in this program.
What the society eventually hopes to have at 'GWU, is something in
which all law students will participate. Hopefully, the program of assistance to the NLSP will attract students who wish to gain some practical experience in non-criminal legal matters, and at the same time
fulfill a community need.
In expanding the society'S! efforts to assist the profession and the
community it is also exploring the possibility of students working directly with the Juvenile Court in the District of Golumbia on a voluntary basis.
Another legal area involving the indigent is the problem of postconviction representation
of persons who are held in penal institutions.
Law professors at GW and elsewhere indicate a growing volume of
letters from prisoners requesting advice on substantial legal questions.
If law 'professors tried to handle these matters by themselves, they
would have time for little else.
This then, is one urea rwhere a law student could be of considerable
help by serving as junior counsel in 'preparing memoranda on legal
questions. He would of course work under the close supervision of a
faculty member.
These are only two of the areas into which the society might move
in the future. The need for more student volunteers continues. In 1964,
the Nation's 267 legal aid societies and 117 public defender groups
handled 619;569 cases for the poor. This total did not include the thousands of private attorneys appointed by the court to defend indigents
accused of crime. The D.C. Legal Aid Society itself handled more than
11,000 cases in '1964 on a budget of about $2.5,000.
T·he D.G. Legal Aid Society, the NLSP, and the many court-appointed
attorneys in the District of Columbia are eager to have the help of
GW law students who are willing to volunteer their time and energy
to work with the indigent. If any student" would like to join the ranks
of GWU's Legal Aid Society, he should leave his name in the Legal
Aid mailbox in the law school office. One of the officers of the society
will contact him,
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ALSA Joint Circuit
Conference To Be
Held in D. C.
The

17th

Annual

Students Comment On Their
Legal Aid Activities
After the student completes .his
work ona case, he is required to
fill out a questionnaire describing
his participation in the case. Some
sample comments follow:
1) Type of cas·e-Assault
and
Battery: Mostly research concerning procedural
,points. The case
concerned the right to resist arrest, and the privilege to use force
to defend against
unreasonable
force used by the arresting party.
2) I have completed the legal
aid case that I wasassigned
to on

Ohlhausen;

November 8. The case was U.S. v.
Larry C. Clemons. Crim, #108965, which ended an the acquittal
of the defendant. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank you
and the Society for allowing me
to 'partake in such an educational
experience. .The attorney I was assigned to assist allowed me to participate in 1\11 aepectsof the case,
including the preparation
of motions to the court and the prepa ration of the final argument to
the jury. I would like my name
{Continued

'on Page 2) ,
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Bust of First Woman
Law Graduate Presented

Tri-Circuit

(3rd, 4th, & 11th Circuits) will be
held this year in Washington,
D.C., at the Gramercy
24-26. The schools
Circuit headed by

Inn, March
in the 11th
its National

Vice-President,
Phillip H. Myles,
of Howard
University,
will be
host to what they feel is destined
to be the best joint Circuit Conference in the history of the Association.
National Vice-President
of the
3rd and 4th Circuits, Paul MeMenaman and Raymond Vizethann
respectively,
have estimated that
the attendance
from their
Circuits will be above average. In all,
100 students from 25 law schools
on the
Eastern
seaboard
are
expected.
The theme of the Conference
will be '~The Young Lawyer, As
an Advocate",
and plans for a
'successful
meeting
are already
underway,
,The Honorable Hugh
Scott, Senator
'for Pennsylvania
has consented to speak at the
banquet on Saturday,
March 26.
Professor
Michael .Cardozc, 'Executive Director of the Association
of America Law Schools, author
of numerous Law View articles,
and Conflict of Laws professor at
Howard University
is scheduled
to give a seminar
which will
highlight
the Conference.
Further
plans
(at this time
still tentative)
consist of a seminar by the General Counsel of
NASA, and an address by either
Thurgood Marshall, United States
Solicitor General, or Congressman
John Conyers, Jr., Democrat from
Michigan. The Conference will be
capped by a .Barrister's.BaIl
on
Saturday
Night,
March
26, at
which final awards will be given
and the new National Vice-Presidents announced and presented to
their Circuits.

Barrijter~
BallA gala c.:
Bill

UNIVERSITY

Conference of the American Law
Student A s soc i a ti 0 n (ALSA)

1966

Left to right:
Legal Aid Officers; Mike Dilligan;
Chairman; Jack Cohen and John Mulrooney.

WASHINGTON

The 1966 Barrister's
Ball, held
on Saturday
evening,
February
19th in the Cotillion Room of the
Sheraton Park Hotel, was a resounding success. Over 600 people
(the largest
law student
turn-out in recent years) were in attendance to dance to the music
of two bands. Many faculty members also joined in the festivities
as did the alumni.
Prlcr to the
opening of the Ball, Delta Theta
Phi and Phi Alpha Delta rented
suites in the hotel and had cocktail parties
for their
members
and guests.
The next issue of Amicus Curiae
will contain a feature and picture
story on the Ball.

From left to right-Mr.
Hugh Bernard, Law Librarian;
Mr. Sam
L'Hommedieu, Jr., Pres. GW Law Association; Dean Robert Kramer;
Elizabeth Guhring, Pres. D.C. 'Women's Bar Association; and Joyce
Capps (LL. B. '61), Vice-President
Women's Bar Association.
On February 17th Miss Elizabeth Guhring, President of the Women's
Bar Association of the District of Columbia, 'along [With Vice President
of the Association Miss Joyce Capps (IJLIB. '61), [Jresented The Law
School with a plaster mold of the bust of GWU alumna [Belva Lockwood, the first woman to graduate from The Law 'School. ,The time
honored work of art dates back to 1870 and the days of the old
National University.
Miss Capps was instrumental
in obtaining the
bust for GWU, although two other institutions were competing for it.
Dean Robert Kramer accepted the gift on behalf of The 'La.w School.
A list of Mrs. Lockwood's accame the first woman to be adcomplishments,
spanning
a life
mitted to the Bar of Virginia and
of eighty-seven years, cannot fail
practice
before the Go u r t of
to impress one with the fact that
Claims.
her's was a life intensely dedi(Continued on Page 2)
cated to overcoming
discrimination against her sex. She was born
in 1830 in Royalton, New York,
a small
upstate
village.
She
came to Washington, D.C. to marry Ezekiel Lockwood. At the close
of the Civil War, Mrs. Lockwood
attempted to enroll in the ColumThe third annual .Crlminal Pracbian College Law School (now
tice Institute will be held on April
George Washington
University).
15 and 16 according to an anThe refusal was quick and finalnouncement by Tim IM'urphy and
there had never been a woman in
Addison Bowman, Chairmen of the
The Law School. But National
Junior
Bar
Section's
Criminal
University,
which later
merged
Practice Institute Committee. The
with Columbian to form GWU,
cost for attending
the two-day
admitted
her with a condition
program has been set at $3.00 for
precedent:
That Mrs. Lockwood
students and $12.00 for practicing
should agree to use only her inilawyers.
tials throughout the two years of
The program will again feature
study and then receive her diploa demonstration
trial with emma in private.
Even President
phasison
techniques. and utilizaGrant, who signed the diplomas,
tion of recent criminal law and
had no idea that there was a
procedure decisions. The trial will
'woman among the candidates.
be of a narcotics case, and the
She was easily admitted to the
entrapment
defense will be interSupreme Court of the District of
posed. Problems involving search
Columbia (now the U.S. District
and seizure, confession, suppresCourt) in 1873, but her applicasion, pre-trial and trial discovery,
tion to the U.S. Court of Appeals
and impeachment will be 'Explored.
and the Supreme Court were deCase law construing the recent denied on the basis of sex. With
cisions' of Escobedo v. Illinois and
classic
female
persistence,
she
Brady v. Maryland 'will also be
went to Capitol Hill and spent
discussed. Some attention will be
six years lobbying, working, and
given to the development and prespraying
before Congress
finally
entation
of an insanity defense
passed her bill in 1879, and made
in the District of Columbia. As in
her the first woman to practice
the past, handout materials
will
before the highest Court in the
be distributed to those in attendland. Shortly thereafter
she beance.

Plans for Third
Annual Criminal
Practice Institute
Announced

Page 2
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Editorial
Green Walls and Sweat Shirts
It is candidly admitted with little reservation by anyone who has
ever studied a modicum of social behavior that to .a great extent the
character of the individual is generally an innocent result of his environment. By and large, this maxim valso has application to the law
student rwhoday in and day out passes through the halls of The Law
School.
Upon entering Stockton Hall, however, one is not immediately impressed by the fact that he has arrived at the National Law Center
of The George Washington University. There is no bust of a great
Chief Justice-prominently
mounted on a pedestal near the doorway.
There are no pictures hung on the wall to remind one of the contributions of Lord Coke, or the eminent barrister Blackstone, or of the first
Chief Justice of the United .States, the Honourable John Jay of New
York. No where can one even encounter a musty picture of the venerable
George Washington adorning those blank, expressionless walls. Nor will
one see a periodic display of landmark legal doctrines prominently arranged dn a non-existent
showcase.
The lounges, moreover, are sorefully deficient. They are uncomfortably small and incessantly cluttered with torn magazines and crumpled
up wax paper left over from someone's lunch. Not only are they an
injustice to one of the country's largest law schools, but they do not
stand out as places rwherein professors and law students can meet,
socialize and mull over common interests in the law.
This lis not to say that these are the things which make a law school
great and in the minds of some, they may have little consequence.
There is nothing loathsome amout the color green that, after seventeen years of school, one has not yet learned to tolerate. But to others,
the contrast is real. It is the difference between a law school consti~
tuency that :wears ties to class instead of sweatshirts.
George Bruno

Befjind
Active

Year

The GW Law Wives Club has
started the year with a number
of exciting and informative events.
On January
15, members
and
guests
attended
a luncheon at
Trader Vic's restaurant
and heard
guest speaker Margaret Pierce, an
attorney from the Court of Claims.
Professor David Seidelson illustrated
courtroom
techniques
by
holding a trial court practice for
the club's members on February 7.
This past week Dean Edward
Potts spoke to the club on the
always interesting
topic of Domestic Relations.
A daytime
event, a tour of
the FBI is planned for Thursday,
March 10. Check with the club
officers for details.
The next law wives event will
be a wine tasting party scheduled
for March 11; it will be held in the
party
room of Chris
Visser's
.apartment house located at 1425
N Street, N.W. All members are
urged to attend.
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placed hack on the list of available
students after exams.
3) Pr-ince Davis is a quiet wellmannered man. He is 34, Negro
and unemployed, part, of the paupers' lot. iPreviouslyconvicted
of
selling marijuana, he was 'arrested
and indicted for aiding and abetting in the second -degree murder
of Thomas Overton on rSeptember
13, 1964, in ,Washington, D.C. He
and a companion became engaged
in a violent struggle with the deceased after Overton had an argument with a negro man and a
white woman. Davis was a member of the Black .Muslims..

Hearsay
by Larry
"Listen [ want you to explain
all the stuff that's been appearing
in Amicus under your name."
At registration
,BOB JENSEN
approached at his usual high velocity and assailed me with the
above remark in his usual candid
fashion.
We are all here submerged daily
in what is all too often a turgid
drench of dull prose. We too often follow what we have been informed are shining lights only to
find them lifeless mirrors,
from
the copybook utterances in numerous legal periodicals to the heirophantic pronouncemerrts of judges.
We claim to be interested .in the
substance of the law-and
so be it.
In our search we 'have committed
ourselves to reading a lot of poorly written material, most of which
is merely meaningless bombast, a
lot of what Mencken used to call
"pious piffle."
Therefore with a
curative
intent I have engaged
in the rhodomontade supra.
Perhaps I could give a specific
example of how not to write news
for lawyers (both feasant and to
be).
In deference to my good
friend Mr. Jensen, who has this
terrifically romantic conception of
himself as the leader and chief
hard-nose
of The Law School's
hard-nosed school of student jurisprudence.
Here, Bob, is a satirical example (with a little bit of
my characteristic
Biercean exageration) of the type of item one
reads in a good many of our
"newsy" publications for lawyers.
As you read, note:
a) Dilution of adjectives
to
a state of meaninglessness;

b) D itt

0
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Because he was not able to pay
for private legal counsel, the Legal
Aid Society represented
him at
his trial. A very competent attorney argued that Davis participated in "no affirmative act" that
would justify
conviction. He did
admit fighting with the deceased
but denied any part 'in the killing.
Overton was stabbed with a knife
by Davis' companion. A jury convicted Davis of manslaughter
and
he was sentenced to 2-5 years.
These were the facts that faced
a well-known Washington
attorney, MartinE.
Gerel when he was
appointed by Judge David Bazelon
of the U.S. Court of Appeals to
handle Davis' appeal. As, a secondyear law student it was my responsibility to assist the attorney
and his office in the preparation of
the appeal. The attorney told me
he had 25 days in which to file an
appeal and would like an opinion
from me in about 10 days.
['he first step was to read the
300-page trial transcript and to determine whether an appeal should
be made. In my opinion the record showed conflicting testimony
and insufficient evidence to justify
a conviction of manslaughter.
A
strong argument
could be made
that there was no evidence to convict Davis as, a rpr incipal. He may
have been guilty of assault and
battery but not manslaughter.
This impression had to he supported by legal reasoning and judicial opinion. The Clerk of the District Court was helpful in. giving
me all the pertinent
papers in
the case. The black-letter law on
the subject was researched
and
relevant
D.C. cases
assembled.
This analysis and a lengthy discussionwith the attorney who had
handled the case at the trial level
revealed the necessity for not objecting to the Judge's instructions
to the jury on the law. However,
a serious conflict in testimony of
witnesses revealed a genuine lack
of evidence of any "affrmative conduct" on Davis' part and some affirmative act is necessary to con-

Lockwood-continued

Elgin
grandiloquent

verbs;
c) 'I'he everybody-who-is-a-lawyer-is-not-only-a-grand-guybut-is-right ,syndrome; and,
d) The confusion of law with
lawyers .
ARMSTRONG NOTES INCREASING DISRESPECT
'FOR LAW
Josiah Gordon Armstrong, Ripley Willingham Professor of Pressing Legal Matters at the University of Vanishing .Interest and also
a fellow of the Institute for Advanced Archaicisms has, in a recent talk before an equally distinguished audience of his fellow
dessicationists,
noted the current
trend toward less respect for the
law in the United States of America.
"My experience over the
last fifty years has shown a pro-

nounced movement toward supreme
disrespect for the sacred edifice
of the law," Armstrong circumlocuted in his usual
oracular and
eloquent style; "why, I notice the
elevator operators
and others of
this class are not anywhere near
as obsequious as they used to be."
(Polite
applause,
righteous
approval, cheers l )
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Her arena of combat gradually
expanded as the years passed and
led her into the general field of
women's rights, with such compatriots
as Susan B. Anthony,
Julia Ward Howe and Elizabeth
Cady Stanton. In 1884 the name
Belva Lockwood attracted
nationwide attention when she declared
her candidacy for the Presidency
of the United States. This was the

complete complement of struggle
she had waged from her youth.
Her slender figure, frothy
lace
ruffles and jeweled collar bands
belied her nature
as she campaigned
vigourously,
and while
not seriously threatening James G.
Blaine or Grover Cleveland, she
did receive .the entire electoral
vote of the State of Indiana.
Throughout her active life, the
GWU alumna also maintained
a
distinguished
law
practice
in
Washington,
D.C.
Mrs.
Belva
Lockwood
died in 1917, three
years too soon to see the fruit
of a life's work in the passage
of the
l'9th
amendment,
granting women the right to vote.
The bust, formerly
located in
the Lawyer's Lounge in the District
Court of the District
of
Columbia, will be displayed in the
Treasury Room of the new Law
Library.
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Legal Aid-c~ntinued
viet a person for aiding and abet,
ting in second degree murder.
This opinion and other data
were submitted to the appointed
attorney's office. The brief in the
case has been compiled in his office after diligent work and thorough study on his part. Davis has
been out on. bond waiting for the
filing of the brief and final disposition of the case.
4) Type of case-Assault
With
Deadly Weapon, and Assault With
Intent To Kill: My participation
in this case was generally in the
area of pre-trial preparation.
This
included locating and questioning
witnesses, checking the alibi of
the defendant, obtaining information at the scene of crime, investigating circumstances
from arrest
to trial to see if any procedural
rights of the defendant had been
violated, and 'planning trial strategy.
5) Type of case-Assault
With
Intent To Kill: In late August
and early 'September I interviewed the defendant several times. J
went to the scene of the alleged
shooting and questioned various
persons,including
the complaining
witness. I went to the Criminal
Clerks' .Office and checked on 'police records of the defendant and
the complaining witness. I prepared a trial brief, various motions, subpoenas,and
instructions
to the jury for the attorney. When
the case came to trial in January,
I saw to it that the defendant
out on 'bond, was there.
At the
trial I made a diagram of the
scene of the alleged shooting.
Throughout
the trial I sat at
counsel's table with defendant 'and
appointed
attorney.
During
the
course of the trial I took notes
for the use of the attorney during
cross-examination
of the complaining witness, and also attended a
conference between defense counsel, the prosecutdng attorney, and
the Judge. Our motion for acquittal was granted by the court.
6) 'Civil Case r I provided a summary of 'D.G. Code provisions on
charitable
corporations,
together
with relevant
Internal
Revenue
regulations.
Prepared
articles of
incorporation
for the partles.
Letter of Commendation to
The Aid Society
January 12, 1966
Mr. William Olhausen
3001 South Second Street
Arlington, Virginia
Dear Bill:
I want to thank the students of
George Washington University for
the excellent work performed by
them for various members of the
Bar in connection with indigent
cases. George Washington University has furnished the great majority of students to assist members of the Bar, and we are counting on continued cooperation in
the future.
Sincerely yours,
(signed)
Michael H. Bader
Chairman,
Law Student Assistants
Committee

Patent Students
Industrial
Security Expert
SPLA held its fourth luncheon
meeting of the school year on
February
18th at the Occidental
Restaurant.
The featured speaker
was Mr. William Wright a former
FBI Agent who is Executive Director of the American Society
for Industrial
Security. Speaking
on Industrial
Espionage,
Mr.
Wright placed particular
emphasis on the extent and methods
used in the theft of industrial
trade secrets.
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SPOTLIGHT
Editor's Note:
This is the third in a series of six articles introducing this year's new professors.

PROFESSOR JAMES BROWN
After twenty years, interrupted by World War II, working commitments, and family illness, Professor James Milton Brown finally attained his life's ambition. He became a professor of law.
Professor Brown was born July 16, 1921 in Streator, lIlinois.
He
spent most of his life there and is a graduate of the University of
Illinois. His legal studies were cut short between the first and second
year when World War II and his ROTC train~ng transferred hi~ from
law school to Officers Candidate School. ThIS was the first time he
was sidetracked from his intended career.
Although commissioned as an anti-aircraft
officer in 1943,Professor
Brown requested a transfer to t~e gency army requisitions made in
infantry
where he though~. hIS the Philippine .area during the
training would be better utilized.
I
th
f the war While
h
."
t
d d" h:
near
y rnon so.
So, .t e Army re rea e
rm a
on this assignment he was also
infantry. officer at "~he Infant:-y
able to participate
in the Army
School" m F'ort Benmng, G~orgl~. Olympics as a member of the
Professor
Brown ta~es, pride in Philippines Area :Swimming team.
this school because It l11ustr~tes In reward for their victory, the
his philosophy of good, teaching':
team was "forgotten"
on the
"The job of a teacher IS' to teach
beach of Waikiki for a month.
and if '~e cannot, he should not
Eventually transferred
to Korea
be teaching. The teacher must. ~e- as Chief of Claims, U.S.A.F.LK.,
velop whatever latent capacItIes
Professor Brown established and
the students have."
maintained
a eIaims service in
From Fort Benning he was sent
that theatre. 'For these efforts, he
to Camp Blanding,
Florida
to received a Commendation Medal
train recruits and was stationed
from the Army. He remembers
there for a year and a half. He
how every Monday he would pick
served first as platoon leader, then
up the telephone and order ten
as battalion adjutant, and finally
million or so yen printed for the
as a company ,commander. One of week's disbursements.
his most pleasant memories is of
Following his "retirement" from
a company of underprivileged "b~g military service, Professor Brown
city boys" who were the first m attempted to resume his. law !studcamp history to complete all of ies in February
1947. However
the battle courses with a superior
he had to withdraw a month ,later
rating. In reflecting upon the les- to assume the direction of his famson he learned from these boys, ily's retail building supply busiProfessor Brown 'stated: "People
ness because of the untimely death
are basically alike and deserve to
of his father. While in this busibe respected for what they are.
ness ,he became interested in the
We must try to understand peoconstruction business and es'pecialpIe, their 'problems, their aspir~ly in experimental housing. The
tions-if
these are met, they :WIll American
Lumberman
magazine
perform
dependably, if one dehas cited his achievements in comstroys ,the standards they possess
munitydevelopment
in three of
without providing adequate ,and
its issues.
acceptable alternatives, on: merely
Determined
to
re-enter
law
creates a vacuum. ,There .IS, 'after
school, Professor 'Brown decided
all, honor even among :thlev:s for
to train someone to take over his
no social group can eXIst wlth~ut
business but just before he was
some rules of conduct or some mto 'enter the University of Illinois
terdependency."
Law School in the fall of 1959, he
From the time of his induction
was forced to put aside his law
into the service, Professor Brown
studies once more. After three
served as 'Trial Judge Advocate of
years of training a man to asa Regiment Court in addition to
sume the responsibilities
.of his
his regular army duties. So it was
business, the man becan;e. III a'nd
not a surprise when the army atcould not take the pOSItIon. Antached him to judge advocate work.
other year passed and after n;uch
Then he received his overseas asthought,Professor
,Brown deCIded
signment to AFWESP AC HQS.,
to dissolve his business .. Fina,uy, in
in the Philippines in 1945.
1961 he entered theUmverslty
of
Professor Brown was assigned
Florida Law School.
to investigate
contract
procureAn exceIlentstud~nt,
Pr.ofessor
ment claims stemming fromemerBrown was ExecutIve EdItor of
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the Law Review and won the LoPrize for the best Student
Note of the Year-"The
Nuclear
Ship Savannah and the Law," reprinted in the Atomic Energy Law
Journal. He also received the Lawyers Title Award for Excellence
in the Law of Real Property.
And at the 'end of his senior
year, he was offered a clerkship
with Federal District Judge Lieb
in Tampa, Florida.
He turned
down this position, however, to
take a Sterling F'ellowship at Yale
University Law School and study
international Iaw under Dr. Myres
S. McDougal. For :his J.S.D,. Professor Brown must finish his thesis, "Legal aspects of the Essentials of Effective Disaster Relief."
From the fall of ;J.964until August 1965 Professor Brown taught
at the University of Mississippi
Law School. He refers to his stay
in the South as a wonderful experience.
pez

Professor Brown finds the Washington area especially advantageous for individuals interested in
international
law.
In answer to
the criticisms as to the existence
of the field of international
law,
he said: "I have heard that there
is no such thing as international
law; I have also heard that there
is no such thing as Santa Claus
and that there is, no such thing
as God. . . . It's all in the way
you look at it . . . The goal of
a property lawyer in international
law is to 'help make it possible for
people around the world to have
adequate food, clothing, and shelter; then we can effectively work
on the ideologies."
Professor Brown praises Washington, D.C., especially for the
G e 0 r g e Washington
University
Law School, its faculty, and dts
students. He believes that the Law
School will eventually
be "the
greatest law school in the east.
The faculty members have tremendous capabilities, coupled with
varied
experience
and b a c k grounds. The students are of a
much higher caliber than anv I
have dealt with before. It takes
longer to know them, but perhaps
this is due to the lack of adequate meeting places for students
and faculty on a social level."
The ,Browns ,have ,been residing
in 'Camp ,S'pring, Maryland since
their arrival to this area in the
fall of 1965. Professor Brown and
his wife, Margaret,
have four
children: Janet, Jimmy, Judy, and
Jeff.

Comments of X
X is one of the brightest of the
Law School graduates in recent
years; is married and lives in V irginia. Notes: "Like Will Rogers
said, 'I only make policies; others
take care of executing them.''' __
T,he subject is The George Washington Law School. The dominant
characteristic
of its students is
pragmatism, which is a fancy if
somewhat incorrect way of saying
pursuit of (1) the bar and (2) a
good, solid job. The vast majority
of GW students reach those goals
and enjoy good, solid, workmanlike legal careers. The goal, while
an honorable and professional one,
is the very definition of mediocrity, and therein lies the biggest
problem GW has today.
The cause of this problem, which
I 'have identified as the mediocrity
of GW student goals, is probably
traceable in major part to the environment
in which the student
must work. Washington is a city
of good jobs for IaIWstudents (or
easy legal study for good workmen), and too many students' loyaltiesare
divided between an outside job and The 'Law School. The
fact, insofar as it may be a cause,
is probably immutable.
Now it is true that the number
of incoming law students has literally soared in recent yearsand that's good. 'Probably the biggest reason for that is that the
beginning of the baby boom has
allowed 'The 'Law School to be more
choosy. If that's so, the classes
will get better and better.
:The school
should
est a b Iish,
and turn
over tot
he
students
when it gets off the
ground, an active research organization whose function would be
to select actual problems submitted
by practitioners,
research them,
and draft
legal memoranda
for
a token consideration. Such a pro,
gram should compete with the
Law Review for good people, but
it should not be limited to the
B student (especially since, as I
advocate, there should be fewer
B students anyway). This would:
(1) involve more students with
the real world;
(2) foster the
good reputation of the place. Virginiaha,s
,such a 'program. It deserves copying.
GW's primary goal must be excellence. But it can never reach
that goal by allowing what I
choose to call the "part-time syndrome" to go untreated.

The Patent, Trademark, and
Copyright Research Institute
by Stan

Weinberg

A GWU sponsored Institute little known to most patent students
is the Patent,
Trademark,
and
Copyright Res ear c h Institute.
Housed in a typically drab university building on 22nd Street,
the Institute is engaged in gathering and disseminating information
on the principles, operation, and
effects of the 'patent systems. of
the United States and other countries and their relation to American industrial and social progress.
The four major areas of the Institute's research are:
(1) creation of incentive in the individual
by patent system; (2) effect of
patent systems on industrial
research and development and intercompany relations; (.3) the interrelationship of the patent system
to governmental
legislation
and
contracts,
administrative
regulations and procedures; and (4) international licensing.
To disseminate the Information
developed ,by dts research, the Institute carries 011J a number of educational activities. Books and publications are distributed to secondary schools on a selective basis.
Some motion picture films are
available upon request. The Institute also sponsors the Thomas
Alva Edison Fellowship, Student
Research Assistantships for graduate students at, The Law :School,
a seminar and lecture series dn
conjunction with The Law School
faculty, annual 'public conferences,
and international
public lectures.
The official publication of the
Institute is the quarterly Patent,
Trademark, and Copyright Journal
of Research and Education,which
contains reports of the Institute's
various research projects.
Other
Institute
publications are IDEA,
a newsletter report to members on
the current activities of the Institute; the Digest, which contains
non technical summaries of the In,
stitute's research ; and P.T.C. New's
Notes which reports current Intute 'events of significance.
The Institute is supported mainly by membership fees paid by individuals and corporations. Fees
range from $25 per year to $10,000 for a lifetime ,membership.
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Patent Students

by Alan

Potter

"A Sort of Lottery"
It can only be with a sense of shock and disbelief that anyone in
the Patent field read the quotation published in the USPQ, Volume
147, Number 8, Page 1'1 of November 22, 1965:
"At the Supreme Court argument in the United States v.
Huck Mfg. Co. et al., No.8,
on November 15, 1965, on the
present vitality of the rule permitting a patent owner to fix
his licensee's prices, Assistant Attorney General Donald F.
Turner expressed doubt that the patent system itself has produced any! net benefit to the 'Public in the form of incentive to
invention.
Mr .. Turner suggested in his argument to the Court that
the economic .system now operates in such a way that discovery and invention would go on without the 'sort of lottery'
provided under the patent laws."
'Considering Mr. Turner's. 'position in government, there must be a
school of thought in the Department of Justice and this administration
generally, which supports such statements.
Anyone who has worked
in government has no doubt that Mr. Turner's argument was carefully prepared, rehearsed,and
approved by his superiors before pre-sentation.
This can only mean that there are top government officials
who believe that the patent system has outlived its usefulness.
The author of this column has heard the thought expressed by sev·eral attorneys
in the past that
technical, demanding practice in
there exists in this country a
which a member of the Bar with
group of people dedicated to decertain minimal technical qualifistruction
of the .patent, system.
cations is forced to demonstrate
These statements
have generally
to an Examiner
that a patent
been overlooked .as the ramblings
should be issued under the staof .arch conservatives who see Comtutes: and court decisions. The only
munists in every agency and a
thing which could even be said to
conspiracy on every Washington
resemble a "lottery," is interferstreet corner. But this is someence practiccvan
even more comthing different. This was an actual
plex fie1d,which involves only a
attack on the patent system per ee
miniscule proportion of patent apby a supposedly responsible govplication, but which is so compliernment official. More than that,
cated that most attorneys
turn
it was a planned, rehearsed, caltheir cases over to specialists in
culated attack.
the field. If Mr. Turner was talkWe must assume that Mr. Turing about interference practice, it
ner has heard of Dr. Land, and
is a safe bet that he didn't have
knows .at least the bare essentials
the faintest
idea what he was
of the Polaroid story. Presumably,
talking about, 'which is probably
he has also heard of the Xerox
the kindest vview we can take of
Corporation and, it is just posthese statements.
sible that .he has heard of a man
Assistant Attorneys General are
named Rabinow, and a company
not noted for stupidity. Since the
he owns in nearby Maryland.
departure
of the Irish .Mafia at
Mr. Turner would undoubtedly
least, Justice Department officials
tell us that he has the utmost
are usually chosen for their ability
admiration for these men who took
rather
than family connections. So
a mere .idea from their fertile
it is just possible that Mr. T'urbrains, worked with it, displayed
ner has some basis for his stand.
enough faith in it to invest their
As students of 'patent law, we
time, their fortunes, their enerwould like to hear what it is, and
gies, and all of their hopes and
we will be glad to turn over one
ambitions to create a product, then
of these columns to ·him to let
a' corporation,
then an industry.
him tell us. How about it, Mr.
All of this they did in the face
Turner?
of giant competitors who would
have overwhelmed
them in the
market, if they had not been protected by the patent system. We
probably lwould never have heard
GW law etudents faculty and
of these men, for as soon as their
friends contributed over two hunproducts displayed any success at
dred and fifteen dollars to the
all they would have been copied
1965 SBA Fund Drive for Childby the giants of the industry, and
ren. The money was used to give
advertised by them with an ana portable television set to Junior
nual
advertising
budget
larger
ViIlageand
cash contributions to
than the entire capital assets of
Children's Hospital and the Child
the inventors. Knowing this, would
Welfare
Division of the Public
these men have continued to inWelfare Department.
vest so much of their lives in

'Give To Kids'
Drive Nets $215

their ideas without any hope of
getting
patent
protection?
Mr.
Turner apparently thinks so.
Now, as to this lottery business.
What is Mr. Turner talking about?
Patent
prosecution
is a highly

CURIAE

The SBA Special Committee
Student Projects announced
they were extremely grateful
those who gave and to those
worked in order to make
drive a success.

for
that
to
who
the

First Semester
Dedicated to increasing the involvement of the legal profession
in civil rights

problems

blems of the urban

and pro-

poor, the GW

Chapter of LSCRRC (Law Students Civil Rights Research Council) has just completed its most
active

semester

since its creation

in 1964. Last semester GW students did research for civil rights
lawyers
in North
Carolina and
Virginia, for the National Capital
Area Civil Liberties Union (NCACLU), and for the Neighborhood
Legal Services Project in Washington.
This research
involved
ginia case where a Negro

a Virteacher

had been dismissed
because of
school desegregation,
a suit attacking North Carolina's student
g ran t laws
whereby
student
grants from the state to attend
private,
segregated
schools, and
res ear chon
the forthcoming
NCACLU report on the D.C. Landlord and Tenant Court.
Students
who did field work
last semester went on week-end
trips to help civil rights lawyers
in North Carolina, worked with
the housing units of UPO's N eighborhood Development
Centers in
the Cardozo area, and interviewed
witnesses for lawyers in charge
of an upcoming
case involving
alleged police brutality when N egroes were arrested
for playing
football in an alley last September.
At a luncheon meeting on February
8th, Allan Lerner,
N ational Director of LSCRRC, spoke
to students interested in LSCRRC's summer intern program. Last
summer 200 students were placed
in jobs with civil rights and civil
liberties groups in the North and
the South; a similar program is
planned for this summer.
John Stein, President
of the
GW Chapter, says that he was
pleased with last semester's
activity,
and hopes there
would
be even more this semester.
He
announced .that a meeting would
be held soon to nominate officers
for the spring semester, to hear
the report of the Executive Committee
on last
semester's
program, and to present plans for
the rest of this year.
All interested
ed to attend.

students

are urg-

Tentative plans for the rest of
this year include work for the
Equal Employment Commission, a
continuation
of last
semester's
programs, and possibly work for
the D.C. Coalition of Conscience.
The GW Chapter of LSCRRC is
one of the member groups of the
loosely-knit Coalition.
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t:;oDlpensation Being Songllt For
'Ti~tiDls of Violent
C.-iDle
by Carole L. Winston
The victim of violent crime is modern society's forgotten man. Although the state makes every effort to apprehend, punish and reform
the criminal, it does nothing to repair the damage inflicted upon his
victim.
Now, a number of jurists and lawmakers in this country .and abroad
are suggesting that society compensate the victim as well as punish and
seek to rehabilitate
the criminal.
in California is based on need, as
The rationale
for compensation
is aid to families with dependent
rests on the implied governmental
children.
pledge of protection
a g a ins t
American .proposals to compencrimes; local and state authorities
sate victims of crime were in part
maintain police forces, and carryinspired
by compensation
plans
ing of concealed weapons for selfwhich went into operation
two
defense,
without
a permit,
is
years ago .in New Zealand and
generally
forbidden. Thus, when
Great Britain. In both countries
a crime is committed, government
payments are made to the victim
may be said .to be partly
reor his survivors for loss of earnsponsible.
Arthur
J.
Goldberg,
ings, medical expenses, and certhen a Supreme
Court justice,
tainother
pecuniary losses. Only
endorsed this proposition in 1964
nine a war d s totaling
$4,888
when he remarked:
"The victim
were made in the first 18 months
of a robbery or an assault has
of New Zealand's program.
By
been denied the "protection' of the
contrast, the British Criminal Inlaws in a very real sense, and so- juries Compensation Board made
ciety should assume some responsi282 awards totaling $232,235 in
bility for making him whole."
the 11 months ending last June
A bill introduced
by Senator
Ralph Yarborough(D
Texas) last
June 17 would establish a federal
Violent Crimes .Compensation Commission to aid victims of 14 specifiedcrimes.
(Assault with intent
to kill, robbery, rape, or poison; assault with intent to commit mayhem; assault
with a dangerous
weapon; mayhem; malicious disfiguring;
threa ts to do bodily
harm; lewd, indecent, or obscene
acts; indecent acts with children;
kidnapping; m u r d e r ; voluntary
manslaughter;
attempted murder;
rape; attempted
rape). Although
the commission would operate only
in areas where the federal governmentexercises
general police
power - the District of Columbia
and the special maritime and territorial jurisdictions of the United
States
Yarborough
expressed
hope that the various states would
set up similar commissions. Under
the Yarborough bill, the proposed
federal
compensation
commission
could make payments for: (1) expense actually and reasonably incurred asa
result of injury or
death at the hands of a criminal;
(2) loss of earning power because
of partial or total physical incapacity;
(3) pecuniary loss to the
dependents of a deceased victim;
(4) any other pecuniary loss resulting
from
injury
or death
which the commission determines
to be reasonable. The total amount
of compensation would be limited
to $25,000; no compensation would
be awarded if the victim was related to the offender or if the victim was living with the offender
as husband or wife or as a member of the offender's household.
The entire compensation
scheme
would be supported by funds appropriated from general revenues.
'California is the only state now
providing
compensation
for victims of violent crimes and for the
families of murder victims. The
amount of compensation awarded
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The concept of compensating
crime victims is almost as old as
law itself. The penal codes of ancient Babylon, Israel, Greece, and
Rome all required the criminal to
compensate the victim with a sum
of money or property.
However,
it is only within the last decade
that its influence has been felt in
the realmaf
modern law enforcement.
Principal
credit has gone to
the late Margery .Fry, a noted
British penal reformer, whose articles and speeches led to the criminal injuries compensation
board
in Great Britain. ,Miss Fry proposed not only that the state make
restitution to victims of crime but
also that criminals contribute to
the compensation of their victims
as a .part of the redemptiveprocess of imprisonment.
Although the idea of compensating crime victims has attracted
wide interest, it is not unanimously endorsed.
Skeptics
maintain
that,
even with
existing
safeguards, fraudulent claims of compensation will often go undetected. Moreover, it is said that the
victim in many criminal cases is
partly responsible for the crime.
The British Home Office,aware
of these pitfalls, has attempted
to sidestep them. The crime compensation
board will accept an
application only if a surviving victim promptly reports the offense
to the police and submits to a
medical examination.
No awards
are made incases involving members of the same household or in
cases where the victim shares responsibility for the crime.
The British Board does not compensate property damage because
the system is geared to the impact of major disaster on loss of
earning 'power and the expense of
medical care.
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